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LABOR MUST BREAK THE GRIP OF DARKNES. 



By IRWIN TUCKER 

Editor of "The Christian Socialist" 

ON THIS Labor Day a concrete, dir- 
ect and imperative duty confronts 
every working man and woman. It is to 
wrest from the strangling hands of La- 
bor's foes, — now seeking to suppress them 
— the full findings of the United States 
Industrial Commission, for publication 
and general distribution. 

Capitalism is alarmed, and the Powers 
of Darkness tremble on their thrones, lest 
the blaze of light turned upon their evil 
kingdoms by this Commission should 
nerve the arm of Labor to action. Where- 
fore, if there is any way of covering these 
things up, of hiding them down deep un- 
der bottomless layers of obscurity, or 
swathing them in imperative blackness, — 
Capitalism will so bury them. For never 
since the great god Moloch began to crush 
under his huge bulk the millions of Amer- 
ican toilers has so fearful a presentment 
of the truth revealed the full horrors of 
his reign «, 

Already have the Powers of Darkness 
stretched out their hands to seize and 
suppress this terrific indictment. ( Capital- 
ist papers throughout the country ridi- 
cule and deride it. Long interviews with 
prominent bankers and speculators are 
published, making fun of the Commission 
and its findings. But all this merriment 
is on the surface. TRY AND WREST 
THE TRUTH FROM THE CLAWS OF 
THE BEAST, AND THEN WATCH IT 
SHOW ITS FANGS! There is no mer- 
riment in the hearts of the men who ap- 
pear to laugh at the Walsh report. They 
are savage with furious indignation, and 



CAPITALISM'S powers seeking to Hide Terrible Truths revealed by U. S. Industrial Commission- Labor Day's prime 
duty to secure widespread publicity— Commission members appeal to people to save their work from suppression. 
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will exert every endeavor to prevent the 
truth from being known. 

* * * * 

ONE DUTY AT THIS HOUR. 

AMERICAN LABOR has at this hour one 
pressing duty. It is to overpower the choking 
grip of strangling hands, and give these facta 
to the light 

NOW, ON THIS LABOR DAY, LET LABOR 
UNITEDLY DEMAND THAT THE TRUTH 
SHALL BE KNOWN. Let every labor organi- 
zation, every Socialist organization, every 
working man and working woman, and every 
person in sympathy with them, join in a de- 
mand to Comgress that the full report be print- 
ed for general distribution— TOGETHER WITH 
THE EVIDENCE ON WHICH IT IS BASED. 

Do not fear that you are too insignificant to 
be noticed by your Congressman. Basil M. 
Manly, who in this issue appeals for your help, 
says, "Any personal letter influences any Con- 
gressman. He doesn't know whether you are 
a Socialist, and he doesn't usually care — he 
w.ants to please his constituents, and hold on 
to his job. If he gets a flood of personal let- 
ters from different places in his constituency, 
he figures on a big popular demand. Get your 
people to writing letters — personal letters. They 
do the trick." 

When you write your Congressman, DEMAND 
THAT HE VOTE FOR THE FULL PUBLICA- 
TION OF THE WALSH COMMISSION RE- 
PORT AND OF THE EVIDENCE ON WHICH 
IT IS BASED, in sufficient quantity to give it 
to HIS CONSTITUENTS. 

Never was there so pressing a duty so easily 
fulfilled. The members of the Commission ap- 
peal to you for your help to MAKE THE FACTS 
KNOWN. Lennqn and O'Connell, the Labor 
members, make this direct appeal as part of 
their report: 

"All evidence accumulated, whether by spe- 
cial investigators or at public hearings, will 
be submitted to Congress, and WE TRUST THE 
PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY WILL DEMAND 
THAT IT BE PUBLISHED IN FULL, partic 



ularly the following, which are well worth the 
most careful study by all persons interested in 
human uplift The reports cited below have 
been prepared by competent investigators and 
were submitted to the Commission after careful 
investigation and verification by Director Basil 
M. Manly and by members of the Commission, 
and are the latest information upon the var- 
ious subjects covered by them- 
Eridence Taken at All Public Hearings. 

Causes of Industrial Unrest — by Mr. W. J. Lanek. 
Violence in Labor Disputes — by Mr. IiUke Grant. 
Structural Iron Workors— -by Mr. Luke Grant. 
' Sickness Prevention and Insurance — by Dr. B. S. 

Mediation, Arbitration and Investigation — by Prof. 

Geo. E. Barnett. 
Condition of Labor in Principal Industries — by Mr. 

Edgar Sydenstricker. 
Efficiency Systems in Industry-— by Professor Robert 

F. Hoxie, Mr. John P. Prey, and Mr. Robert G. 

Valentine. 

Industrial Education — by Com. John B. Lennon. 
Labor Complaints and Claims — by Mr. P. A. Speek. 
Trade Union Law — by Mr. J. V*. Bryan. 
Colorado Situation — by Mr. George P. West. 
. The Telephone and Telegraph Industry — by Mr. 

Christopher T. Chenery. 
Labor Conditions in Porto Rico — by Mr. Christopher 

T. Chenery. 

Labor Conditions in the Black Hills — by Mr. William 
P. Harvey. 

Labor Conditions in Los Angeles — by Mr. William 
P. Harvey. 

Preliminary Report on the Land Question — by Mr. 

Charlc3 W. Holman. 
Agricultural Labor and Tenancy — by Mr. John L. 

Coulter. 

Unemployment — by Mr. William M. Lelserson. 
Extent and Growth of Labor Organizations — by Mr. 
Lee Wolman. 

Injunctions in Labor Dlsptes — by Mr. Edwin E. 
Wltte. 

The Inferior Courts and Police of Paterson, N. J. — 
by Mr. Redmond S. Brennan and Mr. Patrick F. 
Gill. 

Chinese Exclusion— by Mr. Edward A. Fitzpatrick." 

Unless ' YOU make a fight, these terrible in- 
dictments of the Capitalist system will be 
buried from human knowledge. .YOU MUST 
SAVE THEM FROM THAT FATE ! 
* * » » 

MANLY APPEALS TO LABOR. 

"LABOR MUST PLAY the game, or there is 
no hope. This is the summary of our report's 
conclusions," said Basil M. Manly, director o? 



Research of the United States Industrial Com- 
mission. 

Manly engineered the investigation, finding 
the witnesses who were to testify to the Com- 
mission, and preparing . the fields to be covered. 
It Is he who wrote the report. 
. "The gist of the whole matter is this," said 
Mr. Manly; "Labor must organize, and must 
collectively use our democratic institutions (by 
which is meant of course the universal ballot) 
for the introduction of industrial democracy. 
This is contained in the first paragraph of the 
summary of our findings." 

Look at these words again! Rnb yonr eyes 
and consider what you see! Here is an offi- 
cial report of a Governmental body of the .high- 
est rank declaring that only through the pro- 
gram of Socialism can the horrible evils which 
it has revealed be ended. For labor, organized 
and conscious of its strength, using the ballot 
to bring about industrial democracy. — This is 
the full program of Socialism, and nothing 
else. And this high Commission, after two 
years of investigation, could see no other way 
out! 

* * * * 

EXPLAINS THE DIVISION. 

i "How about the division in the commission?" 
Mr. Manly was asked. 

"That was quite funny," he said. "Mr. Aish- 
ton, Mr. Ballard and Mr. Weinstock announced 
that they would not sign the main report be- 
cause it was partisan and unfair- Chairman 
Walsh asked them to take up the report section 
by section, and to point out just what they 
considered partisan and unfair, so that it could 
be discussed. But they declined the challenge. 
They wouldn't discuss it — they would not spe- 
cify. 

"They refused to particularize or to discuss. 
They would give no facts to substantiate their 
allegations of unfairness. 

"If I signed that thing, I could not go back 
to Louisville," Mr. Ballard remarked. And that 
was the only reason he would give for bringing 
in a minority repqrt. But notice that in this 
minority report the three representatives of 
employers admit every thing that is charged 



against employers in the main report. First 
they call the main report partisan; then admit 
that they themselves are partisan; then admit 
the charges made, and then say that if they 
were wage workers they, too, would be union- 
ists, and unionists of the strongest kind. 

"In preparing this investigation, we were not 
looking for new or startling facts; we only 
sought to lay bare the vital elements of the 
situation. Now it is up to the general public 
to back us up. It is of the greatest import- 
ance that the evidence should be published for 
general distribution, so that the people may 
know the facts and the testimony on which our 
report was based. Write your congressman a 
personal letter demanding the publication of 
the full report. A personal letter always im- 
presses a congressman. Urge all your read- 
ers to do this." 

Manly and the Commission have done their 
work well. Now Socialists and labor men must 
back it up. 

* * * * 

RIPS LID OFF CAPITALIST HELL. 

BASIL MAXWELL Manly, director ,of re- 
search and investigation for the United States 
Industrial Commission, is an old hand at the 
game of ripping the lid off of Capitalism's hell. 
He has conducted investigations for the United 
States Bureau of Labor since 1907, when he 
first joined the Bureau — which has since be- 
come a Department. His principal investiga- 
tions have been the following; 

"Woman and Child Labor in the Glass Industry — 
1908." 

"Employment of Women in the Electric Lamp In- 
dustry — 1909." 

"Labor conditions in the Iron and Steel Industry — > 
1910 — 11." 

(This was the ftrst study of every phase of an in- 
dustry in the United States — capitalization, unemploy- 
ment, wages, hours, displacement of men by machin- 
ery, etc. It was also the first government document 
which endorsed the 8-hour day.*) 

"Increase of prices of anthracite coal — 1912." 

(This investigation revealed the monopoly in the 
anthracite field, and showed how under cover of n 
slight increase in wages the mii^e owners increased 
prices to the consumers, reaping a clear profit of $13,- 
500,000. 

"United States Industrial Commission inquiry — 
1914 — 15." 



WALSH WANTS PEOPLE TO FINISH 
THE JOB 

On August 22, 1915, authority dropped from 
Frank P. Walsh, and he became a plain unas- 
suming Kansas City citizen. For two years 
prior to that time he had been chairman of 
what plutocrats had come to fear as .the devil 
is traditionally reported to fear holy water — 
the United States Industrial Commission. With 
the stroke of midnight on that Sunday, hqw- 
ever, he ended his work and the' commission 
returned to Woodrow Wilson, who gave it. 

"It is up to you fellows now to carry on the 
work we have done," said Walsh, shortly before 
his term ended, "We have done our best. Now 
you must take up the task of giving publicity 
to all the evidence and information we have 
amassed." 

"How did you come to be appointed.?" ■'*> I 
asked him. "What office had you held?" 

"I never held a public office in my life," Mr. 
Walsh replied. 

"Then why did the President happen to pick 
you out for this job?" » 

"I'll tell you. During the heat, of the last 
Presidential Campaign, when Mr. Wilson was 
in my vicinity, I called on him and said, Roose- 
velt and the Progressives are making a great 
deal of their social service planks. It is good 
stuff. The only way to beat him out is to >x do 
that a little better than he does it— to make the 
appeal a little higher and stronger, for social 
justice. 

"Mr. Wilson said, Good idea. Do that. He 
made me chairman of the social 'justice sub- 
committee of his campaign committee, and dur- 
ing the last sixty days of his campaign we did 
a whirlwind business. That is how he happened 
to know of me." 

Frank P. Walsh has been a criminal lawyer 
practically all of his public life- In the courts 
of Kansas City he has learned all the dodges- 
and tricks of the criminal at bay. He has 
learned how to camp on the trail of the evil- 
doer, remorseless and vigilant, until he had 
uncovered the facts about the . crime. This 
stood him in good stead when he was pursuing 
the trail of the arch-criminal, the mother oi 
criminals, the Capitalist system. The squirm- 
ing and parrying of young Rockefeller and old 
Rockefeller on the stand presented no novelty 
to him; he recognized the tricks of the crimin- 
al's trade — and he tracked them down just as, 
relentlessly until he had uncovered the secret 
he sought. 



Are the Workers of America Opposed to an Eight-Hour Law? 



A FOREWORD 

THE National Executive Committee of the SociaHsjt Party wishes to 
- . draw, too aactoHs «trRntion,MJUltt»uS&^ 
an action of the recent National Convention -of ,the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The A. F. of L. has declared that it will hereafter oppose any 
proposition to establish by law an eight-hour day for male adult 
workers. - 

This action of the A. F. of L. is bound to create an immense dis- 
cussion- in labor circles and it is important that every trade unionist 
should be familiar with the facts. 

The Socialist Party at the last elections sent to various State 
legislatures twenty-six assemblymen and four State senators, while 
to the National Congress it elected Meyer London of New York. All 
these men are pledged by the Socialist program to propose and ener- 
getically support an eight-hour law for all workers. 

It is probable that for several years to come their efforts will be 
defeated- Most of the Democrats, Republicans and Progressives will 
vigorously oppose in the future, as they have in the past, all attempts 
to pass eight-hour legislation. However, In the past such opposition 
has been considered unfriendly to Labor; but now, after the action of 
the A. F. of L. Convention, we shall find Democrats, Republicans, Pro- 
gressives, Manufacturers, Sweaters, Mine Owners and Mill Owners 
opposing an eight-hour law and claiming that THEY ARE CARRY- 
ING OUT THE WISHES OF THE A. F. OF L. 

Against all these forces the Socialists will stand alone. They will 
• be told by some of the officials of the A. F. of L., as well as by reac- 
tionary politicians and manufacturers, THAT LABOR DOES NOT 
WANT AN EIGHT-HOUR LAW. An amazing situation will then exist. 
THE SOCIALIST FIGHTING FOR AN EIGHT-HOUR LAW WILL BE 
DENOUNCED AS AN ENEMY OF LABOR. The mass of workingmen, 
whether unionist or non-unionist, will then be defeated in their efforts' 
to obtain an eight-hour law by the united opposition of the manufac- 
turers and the A. F. of L. 

This, it seems to us, will mean the betrayal of labor by the A. F. 
of L. and, in our opinion, it will bring down upon its head a storm of 
indignation- Surely trade unionists will not forget that all classes of 
labor have aided them to improve their condition. Millions of non- 
unionists have looked with sympathy upon the strikes for better con- 
ditions conducted by the trade unionists. Millions of unorganized 
workingmen have refused to scab because they have seen in the strug- 
gles of the trade unionists a little, hope for themselves. Moreover, 
the Socialists have invariably aided the workers in" every strike to 
win the shorter day. If now, when the effort of the mass of working- 
men to obtain an eight-hour law is growing everywhere, the A. F. of 
L. deserts them, it is safe to predict that the A. F. of L. will ultimate- 
ly suffer the most. Any labor body will have much to explain which 
for any reason finds itself lined up with the manufacturers in opposi- 
tion to the mass of labor. 

It may be that certain officials of the A. F. of L. think that by 
opposing eight-hour laws they will injure Socialism. Of course, if 
they have any such idea it may be well for them to think the matter 
over. If the Socialist Party is the only labor group in America advo- 
cating a universal eight-hour, law it will soon be discovered that it is 
the only party in America worthy of the support of all the workers. 
That will bring us millions of recruits. It will not injure the Social- 
ist Party to have the A. F- of L. oppose an eight-hour law. On the 
contrary it is more likely to divide, disrupt, and perhaps even destroy 
the A. F. of L. 

In the opinion of the National Executive Committee of the Social- 
ist Party, the A. F. of L. has made a serious mistake. Unless it re- 
vives its action it is likely to suffer, and we venture to assert that if 
the mass of trade unionists have any say in the matter, the action of 
the A. F. of L. will be repealed at its next convention. The group in 
control of the A. F. of L. however, will only change its action when 
it is forced to do so by the rank and file. In order to awaken the 
trade unionists to what is being done in their name we are now pub- 
lishing the following statement of facts. 

VICTOR L. BERGER, LEWIS J. DUNCAN, ADOLPH GERMER, 
JAMES H. MAURER, J- STITT WILSON— National Executive Com- 
mittee, Socialist Party. 



THE labor movement has, since its birth, advocated - 'vigor- 
ously and incessantly a reduction in the hours of labor. 
For many decades now it has proposed that no man, woman or 
child shall be forced to labor more than eight hours out of twenty- 
four. This has long been an aim of the, trade-union and Socialist 
movements. Indeed, the entire labor movement in this and all 
other lands has always put the eight-hour day as the first and 
most important of all its demands. As the French workers put 
it: Eight hours for work, eight hours for play, and eight hours 
for sleep. J 

Many pjfcverful organizations of skilled workers have already 
obtained the eight-hour day for themselves. Many countries have 
passed eight-hour laws for the workers of ceftain dangerous 
trades, and in several of our own states eigjit hours has been ac- 
cepted by law as the legal day for thqse -employed by the muni- 



cipalities and by the state. In 
the early days of the American 
*^Seder.atiott , «£. La4*3*/"»n> im- 
mense eight-hour agitation was 
conducted and as a result of the 
enthusiasm produced by this 
agitation, the foundations were 
laid for some of the strongest 
trade unions in America. The 
United Mine Workers of Amer- 
ica have built up one of the 
strongest unions in the world 
by urging the men to struggle 
for an , eight-hour day, both 
through agreements with their 
employers arid through legisla- 
tion. 

Men of labor have differed 
concerning the solution of ma- 
ny social problems. They have 
been divided into many schools 
of thought and there has always 
been in the ranks of labor more 
or less dissension between the 
partisans of these various schools. 
But there has never been any divi- 
sion among laboring men as to the 
eight-hour day. All have recognized 
its utility and all have agreed that 
it would be of • immense value to 
those who toil. Could anything be 
more astonishing; then, than to have 
the American Federation of Labor, 
at this late day, declare officially 
that it will oppose a state or na- 
tional eight-hour law? Yet that 
astounding policy was announced 
by the convention of the A. F. of 
L. held in Philadelphia in Novem- 
ber, 1914. 

* * ♦ 

THE RESOLUTION OF THE CAL- 
IFORNIA STATE FEDERATION 
OF LABOR. 

THE MATTER was brought be- 
fore the convention of the A. F. of 
L- by a resolution introduced by 
Paul Scharrettberg, of the Califor- 
nia State Federation of Labor. This 
resolution reads as follows: 

Whereas, the Seattle Conven- 
tion of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor urged upon all 
State branches to work for the 
enactment of laws limiting the 
working hours of women and 
children to eight per day, and 
(where such laws already exist) 
to. begin an agitation for the 
enactment of a general eight- 
hour law; and 

Whereas; during the year 
President Gomper3 publicly de- 
clared that the American Fede- 
ration of Labor does not favor 
a legal limitation of the work- 
day for the adult male work- 
ers; and . 

Whereas, said statement of 
President Gompers was very ef- 
fectively used by the opponents 
of the shorter workday in de- 
feating the eight-hour initiative 
which was before the people of 
California, Oregon and Wash- 
ington at the recent general 
election; therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the Thirty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, that 
we reaffirm the declaration of 
the Seattle Convention upon the 
shorter .. workday as enunciated 



in the report of the Committee 

on Shorter Workday. 1 

It appears from the above reso- 
lution, wKten was defeated, "tliat 
certain officials of the A. F. of L. 
not only oppose the eight-hour law 
in theory, but that they are actual- 
ly using the power and influence, 
which the labor movement gives 



ficult and expensive, if not im- 
possible ; and 

• Whereas, a considerable num- 
ber of States today enjoy the 
right to initiate and pass legis- 
lation by vote of the people; and 
Whereas, California, Oregon 
and Washington, at their recent 
election, endeavored to pass 



od of shortening the workday 
in such States as the Federation 
of Labor in said States shall. t 
d-eem i* desirable and expedient 
to use. 2 

Now it will be observed that the 
various labor bodies of three great 
States in the West were last year 
putting forward tremendous effort 




THE REAL LABOR DAY. 



them,' to defeat one of the most 
humane laws ever sought in .the in- 
tei ests of labor. Another resolu- 
tion along similar lines was intro- 
duced by Delegates J. A. Taylor, of 
the International Association of 
Machinists; J. G. Brown, of the In- 
ternational Union of Timber Work- 
ers; and H. L. Hughes, of the Wash- 
ington State Federation of Labor. 
This resolution is also of import- 
ance and should be printed here be- 
cause it, too, was defeated. It is 
as follows: 

Whereas, the best interests of 
the workers demand a radical 
reduction in the hours of labor 
at the earliest possible date; 
and 

Whereas, the increased act- 
ivities and power of organized 
employers of this country are 
making organisation - work in 
' ina^y liwlusjttes Exceedingly dif- 



eight-hour-day laws, but were 
considerably handicapped in 
their efforts by reason of the 
fact that the American Federa- 
tion of Labor was misrepresen- 
ted by the press of these three 
States as being opposed to such 
legislation; and 

Whereas, the various labor 
bodies in these three States en- 
dorsed and put forth a tremen- 
dous effort to pass their several 
measures; and 
Whereas, the American Fede- 

i ration of Labor went on record 
in favor of such legislation at 
the convention of 1913, held in 

: Seattle, Washington; now, there- 

■ fore, be it 

\ Resolved, that the Thirty- 
/ fourth Annual Convention of the 
! American Federation of Labor 
' does reaffirm its action fav.or- 
i ing the direct-legislation meth- 



to pass an eight-hour law. They 
were being fought bitterly by th& 
organized employers of these States. 
The Manufacturers' Association, the 
most unscrupulous enemy that la- 
bor has ever had in any country, 
was fighting by every means in its 
power, open and secret, corrupt and 
otherwise, to defeat the demands 
of labor. On the other hand, the 
working people, with an enthusiasm 
hardly ever equalled, were fighting 
in complete unity to achieve this 
great reform. Under the circum- 
stances it would seem as if the na- 
tional officials of the A- F. of L. 
would have felt it their duty to keep 
out of the struggle. Unhappily, as 
it appears, they were so bitterly op- 
posed -to an eight-hour law that 
they took this critical moment to 
denounce eight-hour legislation. In 
other wordfr-they went to the aid of 
Utft ^Manufacturers' Association, and 



helped them to defeat the working 
men of the West. 

The opposition of the employers 
was, lo b* expected, b^fc who could 
have dreamed that any leaders of 
labor in this wide world would come 
to their aid at such a time! Yet 
here is what happened. A great 
poster was gotten out by the Manu- 
facturers' Association, and the Me- 
tal Trades which told the workers 
of the West that President Gompers, 
of the American Federation of La- 
itbor, was opposed to an eight-hour 
v *uv. Undoubtedly the fact that Mri 
Gripers' words could be thus used 
by Hie employers enabled them to 
rob all the workers of these West- 
ern States of an eight-hour day. 
* * * 

SEEKING AN EXPLANATION. 

NO DOUBT the Manufacturers' 
Association misrepresented some of 
Mr. Gompers' views, but in order 
that there shall be no question that 
he is opposed to the eight-hour law, 
let us quote a few words from his 
testimony before the Commission on 
industrial Relations. His full re- 
marks can be obtained and should 
be read. They have been published 
in a booklet entitled "The Double 
Edge of Labor's Sword." 

"Mr. Hillquit: Now, if the same 
proposition should come by means 
of a law forcing an eight-hour 
workday upon all employers in a 
given state, or, for that matter, 
throughout the Union, then the Fe- 
deration, as I understand, would not 
approve it. 
'•Mr., Gompers: It would oppose 



"Mr. Hillquit: It would oppose 

"Mr. Gompers: If I understand 
and correctly interpret the views of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
it would oppose it. 

"Mr. Hillquit: Now, let's under? 
stand that well, Mr- Gompers, for 
the record. Your opinion is that if 
there were- a movement and a poss- 
ibility of establishing a shorter 
workday — say an eight-hour work- 
day — by legal enactment through- 
out the land, and a minimum wage 
in the same way, the Federation 
would be opposed to such measures? 

"Mr. Gompers: It would " 8 

We now see that Mr. Gompers is 
actually and frankly opposed to an 
eight-hour law. We have also seen 
that he and others assisted in de- 
feating such laws in California, 
Oregon and Washington, despite the 
fact that hundreds of thousands of 
workers in those States wanted 
those laws. 

Mr. Gompers' remarks at the con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. in 1914 
are printed below, but after read- 
ing them carefully we can find only 
one sentence that even attempts to 
explain his position. 

"If we can get," he says, "an 
eight-hour law for the working 
people, then you will find that the 
working people themselves will fail 
to have any interest in your econ- 
omic organization." 4 

It would seem, then, that his op- 
position to an eight-hour law arises 
from the fear that conditions might 
be so much improved by such a law, 
that the trade unions would suffer. 
Men might, in his opinion, refuse 
to pay dues to an organization that 
could not hope to obtain for them 



(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3.) 



Business is wholesale robbery. 
It has temporarily been set aside 
to make room for war, which If 
wholesale murder. 



Government ownership is mastery 
so long as the capitalist controls 
the government. 



ONE MILLION COPIES 



Labor Day, this year, would 
mark an epoch in the progress 
of the American Labor Move* 
ment if one million copies of 
this issue of The American So- 
cialist could be circulated 
among the working men and 
women of this nation. 

You want to do all you can 
to make the workers think and 
act for themselves- You want 
to educate all toilers to organ- 
ize politically and industrially 
in order to free themselves 
from the bonds of wage slavery. 
This is your big opportunity to 
help! , 

The American Socialist wants 
you to be one ot 10,000 ener- 
getic Socialists to each order 100/ 
copies of this edition and dist- 
ribute them among yonr fellow 
workers. This bundle of 10ft 
copies will cost yon 50 cents^ 
But in addition to these 100 co- 
pies you will also receive free 
five copies in booklet form of 
the great argument appearing 
in this issue, "ARE THE 
WORKERS OF AMERICA OP- 
POSED TO AN EIGHT-HOUR 
LAW?" 

So that while yon distribute 
the papers at your labor day 
celebration, or from house to 
house, you can keep the booklets 
busy among your shopmates 
for months to come. 

Many have already taken ad-, 
vantage of this offer. They have 
already received their book- 
lets and their bundles of this 
issue of The American Social- 
ist. But there is yet time for 
you if you will but hurry. We 
are holding the plates of this 
edition for extra orders. This 
issue will not only be good for 
distribution on Labor Day but 
all of next week. 

Feeling that there are a large 
number of energetic workers 
who will want to distribute at 
least 200 copies of this issue of 
The American Socialist, here is 
a second offer. To all those 
sending in $1 for 200 copies, 
we will also send 10 copies of 
the booklet, "ARE THE WORK- 
ERS OPPOSED TO AN EIGHT- 
HOUR LAW?" and in addition 
one copy of Robert Hunter's 
book, "Labor In Politics," which 
usually sells for 25 cents. Those 
ordering a bundle of 200 copies 
for $1 will therefore receive 75 
cents worth of literature in ad- 
dition. Yon can't afford to 
pass this offer by. Make this 
your work for Labor Day, 1915, 

Help make it a one million, 
edition. 

The offer made to those send* 
ing in $1 for 200 conies will alj 
so hold good for those ordering 
larger bundles us - follow! 
$2.50 for 500 copies; $5 for 1-iIf 
copies^ 925 for 5,000 copir 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO GUILTY UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS 



By GEORGE. R. KIRKPA TRICK 

Author of "War-^Wkta For?" 



EAR SIRS: — Your catalogs are be- 
fore me. In these catalogs you at- 
tr? set f/vrth the advantages to be 

r a by young people who attend your 
.Utiofis. Among these advantages are 
ne-specially liberal ones which you hold 
Ait enticingly and particularly to those 
young people who, you say, are conspi- 
cuously above the average in intellectual 
gifts, to those graduates of high schools 
and those college students whp have in- 
deed already shown that nature with un- 
usual generosity has equipped them for the 
struggle for existence. These specially 
liberal advantages are in the form of free 
gifts which you call "fellowships" and 
■'scholarships ' and which yield the re- 
cipients from $100 to $1,000 a year, for 
©lie or more years. This sum of money 
is to be used by those who. receive it in 
defraying their expenses for a year and 
thus protect themselves against economic 
want- and worry while they, GRADU- 
ATES ALREADY, add still more train- 
ing, more knowledge, more equipment — 
more armor — for the fierce life-strifes of 
the struggle for existence under the pres- 
ent - wage-and-profit industrial system 
called, Capitalism. 

You thus propose to help those most 
who need help least— those who have al- 
ready had much training and who have 
also been, discovered , to be above the 
average of those immediately around 
tkerft in the race of liTe. 

Admit, gentlemen, the large and illum- 
inating sociological fact; namely, with 
rhetorical drum and trumpet and other 
almost coercively seductive catalog and 
circular- advertising you proudly announce 
that this economic support is for those, 
and for those only, who, having had op- 
portunity to do so in high schools and col- 
leges, have already proved their superior- 
ity in mental endowments. Admit that 
this economic protection is for those who from 
nature and training already have great advan- 
tages—for those while they still farther sharp- 
en their intellectual weapons for the battles of 
life. In high schools, academies and colleges, 
thrilled with many forms of inspiring environ- 
ment, .those superior young people have already 
had opportunity to discover and develop their 
taste* and powers and special gifts; those have 
already had opportunity to have their ambi- 
tions roused, their hopes enlarged, and their 
life plans grandly expanded; — those have al- 
ready had opportunity to demonstrate their 
strength for the battle and also acquire add!* 
tlonal equipment for the race of life. 

SHOULD PROTECT ALL YOUTHS. 

Those alone you propose to assist with hund- 
reds of dollars a year. 

I do not object to your doing so, and for two 
reasons I do not object: — because all youths 
should be protected while they study; and also 
because what you propose to do gives the lie 
to your own sneer at the poor and ignorant: 
"Anybody can get an education and succeed, 
if he wishes to do so." 

And that brings me to the main question, 
gentlemen: What about the TENS OF MIL* 



HELP EDUCATE THE EDUCATORS. 

NOTE. — Thie month the fall and winter 
terms of our public schools begin.' From 
the kindergarten through the state universi- 
ty the- struggle will again be on to win the 
schools for the people. Kirkpatrick's article 
is therefore more than appropriate at this 
time. It is a- notable contribution to the 
mass of evidence presented toy The Amer-~ 
\c&n Socialist showing how the Big Busi- 
ness interests seek to strangle democracy 
in the schools. 

We want to put this, "Open Letter to Guil- 
ty University Presidents" into the hands of 
as many educators as possible. We want 
them to know what we think of them. The 
American Socialist has., a long list of names 
of educators. But it will cost something to 
send them, all a copy of this issue of The 
American Socialist. Will you help? Send 
in as big a contribution as you can afford 
for this purpose and. The American Social- 
ist will do the rest. 



LIONS of youths who do not get a SINGLE 
HOUR of training in even the first year of the 
high school or academy — what about those who 
are thus BEATEN BEFORE THE RACE BE- 
GINS! 

It is about this economically damned and so- 
cially doomed majority that T. wish to write a 
very special word to you. 

More than seventy-five in every hundred of 
all the boys and girls in the United States 
never enter even - the first year of the high 
school or schools of- the high school grade. 
Now, place that fact, that big, bald fact, beside 
the following important statement by the most 
profound and productive student of human so- 
ciety that the world has yet known, the late Dr. 
Lester F. Ward: 

"But really, for all except the rarest cases, 
something more than a 'common-school educa- 
lion* is required to insure success. A much 
broader view of the principal branches of learn- 
ing is necessary to enable a person of talent or 
even a genius to select a career and pursue it 
successfully. The great men of all tune have 
had this... All outside of that (group, what- 
ever may be their native talents, are excluded 
even from candidacy to achievement" — (Ward: 
Applied Sociology, pp. 229—30.) 

And this from President Butler, of Columbia 
University : 

. "Statistics show that out of 10,000 success- 
ful men in the world in all classes, 8,000 were 
college graduates . . . Even your self-made 
man isn't satisfied unless his son can go to 
college."— (Chicago Tribune, March 13, 1905.) 

(Probably far more than 8,000 of the 10,000 
were high school or academy graduates ) 

Now, what of the astonishing majority, the 
more than seventy-five per cent, who do not have 
opportunity to discover and develop their tastes, 
their powers and their special gifts? These 
must make the struggle for existence practical- 
ly without education, without maturing of their 
.powers, without enrichment of their minds with 
knowledge, without the inspirations, without 
the idealB, without the grandly expanded life 
plans to be secured chiefly in the finely cultur- 
al stimulating environment of the high schools 
and academies and colleges, and universities. 
These, my learned gentlemen, must face the 
bitter competitions, the strangling, suffocating 
competitions of life unprepared, unarmed. And 
that brings me to my next word with you. 
• • • • 

FAV.OR THE STRONG. 

YOU BELIEVE, you say you believe — in com- 
petition and your university trustees, many of 
them presidents or directors of powerful in- 
dustrial trusts, force you to say you believe, 
in industrial competition. You glorify the 
wage-and-profit competition of capitalism; you 



scorn the Socialists .who urge co-operation — 
who -urge that in a oo-operative commonwealth 
the economic h&nd-cuffs shall be stricken from 
the wrists of all the children of all the people 
for all time. * " 

But in the distribution of cash-paying fellow- 
ships you endeavor to give them to the strong. 

And thus, precisely thus, you admit— your 
action proveB that yon believe — that the com- 
petiti6n of the present order Of society is so 
fierce, so hot, so crushing and disastrous, that 
even these specially gifted ones, the unusually 
powerful ones who have already had much 
training— you admit that even these in the 
coarse, crude, 'brutal competition of the present 
social order would probably fall short of their 
glory, fall short of lives of greatest possible 
usefulness, iaU short of conspicuous success, 
without your ECONOMIC SUPPORT, without 
your gladly and proudly offered cash assistance 
while they further prepare for success, honor 
and social service. , 

So even these powerful and already trained 
young people— even these — NEED HELP do 
they? Indeed'. 

Well, what of a social system so fiercely com- 
petitive and so wolfishly unjust that even these 
discovered, specially strong young people, al- 
ready considerably trained, are in danger? 
What of a social order so cruelly unfraternal, 
so swinishly competitive that it would balk 
even these discovered choicest ones short of 
full maturity of their powers and usefulness if 
they were left without economic protection 
while they study still further? If these do not 
need tills economic defense while they study, 
why do you give it to them? Surely you would 
not belittle education by offering bright and 
economically comfortable young men and wo- 
men an expensive toy— say five hundred dol- 
lars in 'pin money' — to induce them to study 
hard? As men of intellectual distinction and 
great moral influence have you so little in your 
repertoire of inspirations for aspiring human 
souls that you must offer these young people 
paltry, filthy cash as an incentive and goal? 
No, no— your catalogs explain that you seek to 
economically assist and protect strong but poor 
young people, already much developed, because 
you know that they, even they, actually need 
the money to complete their necessary system- 
atic development by means. of prolonged aca- 
demic training. 

Clearly your action in the distribution of 
these fellowships is implied admission that the 
Socialists are correct in contending that the 
present competitive wage-and-profit .system in- 
volves so much poverty, such heavy poverty as 
to arrest and wreck the intellectual develop- 
ment of the majority,-— that the present system 
is so cruelly fierce and ,so disastrously harsh 
that you gladly and proudly rush — must rush 
— to the economic rescue of even the admitted- 
ly strong members of society who have already 
had years of training and encouragement for 
the struggle for existence. 

* * * * 
DICE OF LIFE ARE LOADED. 

GENTLEMEN, under the present competitive 
system the dice of life are loaded against both 
the bright and the dull children of the poor, 
and your own actions prove that you yourselves 
believe this to, be the situation. You yourselves 
are constantly whining at the millionaire's 
back door for money to establish cash fellow- 
ships with which, as with life-preservers, you 
can rescue, at least a few from the bitter 
storms of competitive life. But I must rememf 
ber that you ar& cultivated gentlemen whom I 
must address in the gentle language of polite 
society. Well, then, let- me use the sweetly 
metered smoothness, the rhetorical honey, the 
flute-like softness of graceful phrase appro- 
priate in addressing your academically sensi- 
tive and shrinkingly vulnerable natures, — let 
me with delicately diplomatic indirectness tell 
you this, Just this, gentlemen: You seem ridi- 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 

Her« ti all the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so 
busy floating for Socialism they do 
not hare time to read the daily cap 
itallst press. 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 24. 
German government says It Is sorry for 
toss of American livss on the Arabic. May 
avert break with the United States. 

Oermans deny Russian claim of great 
natai victory in Gulf of Riga. 
■ American vice consul returns from Rus- 
sia sad declares Petrograd Is placarded 
with appeals to the people to revolt. 

United States plans to govern Haiti. 
Denied that U. S. has man in view as 
Mexican, chief. 

WEDN*BSDAY_ AUGUST 26. 
©erman Imperial Chancellor states that 
U the ' 'commander of the German sub- 
marine went beyond his instructions In 
the Arabic case, the imperial government 
would not taeatate to give complete satis- 
faction to the United States." 

ftoosevslt speaks to "business men sol- 
ators" In casnp at Plattsburg, N. Y., de- 
claring U. 8. •.should be ashamed for not 
Standing, up for Belgium. 

NewYork World publishes letter show- 
lag Germany fears future of United States 
as great power. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26. - 
Declared that Germany win yield all 
points in sea demands of the United States; 
wiH disavow sinking Arabic and guaran- 
tee safety of Americans. ^ , , _^ 
Brest Utovsk, the main Russian fort- 
and most Important ttnasntration 
in present Russian line, fall* before 

North Carolina Senator advocate* bond 
issues to par for larger navy. 

IfEBAT, AUGUST 27. 
. *"ref.~ WUtfOft Will try to persuade Great 
Bitteifi to. raise . Its blockade- of .neutral 
Btt»pe*n countries. ■ 

BttMtau fortrtsB of Oltta, on the Niem- 
efl BlveT, fan* Into, the hands of the Ger- 
mans. Monaco to Grodno, last remaining 
Russian .fortress In Poland. 

Great Britain again threatened by walk- 
out^ Welsh ooal miners. Thirty thous- 
and ault work in revolt over reXsent award. 
V' laTVIAAY, AT/GUST as. 
f^'ofc «f Gary, lUL. stOl baffled, over 
jtjpfa. fcrv. A. B. Kaysor, Gsxmaa 



pastor, believed murdered because of agi- 
tation in Kaiser's behalf. 

New revolutionary movement started In 
Portugal. Triple German attack begins 
in effort to break up Russian army. 

Strike of Welsh coal miners may spread 
to English miners. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29. 

Sixty persons hurt in two crashes of 
Chicago elevated trains. 

$20,000,000 more in British gold ar- 
rives In United States and Is sent to J. P. 
.Morgan & Co., in Wall Street. 

Two more negroes lynched, this time at 
Sulphur Springs, Texas. 

Powder mills at Wilmington, Del., and 
Acton, Mass., blown up. Baltimore, Md., 
shrapnel plant hit by fire. 

THE MILITIA, 

Gov. James F. Fielding, of New 
Jersey, told the gathering of gov- 
ernors at Boston, Mass., what ails 
the state militia. He said: 

"The trouble with the militia or 
national guard in this country to- 
day is labor's attitude toward it. 
Labor claims the militia is control- 
led by the employers and manu- 
facturers and in some unions mem- 
bers are forbidden to join." 

He declared that this objection 
could be eliminated by removing 
from the militia's duties, strike or 
riot duty and leaving it to munici- 
pal and civil authorities to whom it 
rightfully belongs. But there Is a 
weak spot in the New Jersey gover- 
nor's logic. If the workers know 
'enough to refuse to kill their fel- 
low men in this country, at the 
bidding of Rockefeller, Carnegie, 
and the rest, they will also refuse 
to murder the workers of other 
countries. 

The state militia is an organized 
body of murderers no matter how 
vou look at it. International kill- 
ing is just as great a crime as kill- 
ing within a nation. And the time 
when workers will refuse to kill 
each other under any conditions is 
rapidly approaching. 



OUR OWN PRESS. 
The two English Socialist dailies, 
The Milwaukee Leader and The New 
York Call, carried the best - And 
most extended njaw j laccounts of the 
Manly report of the Walsh commis- 
sion. They gave more spaoe to the 
report than any of the capitalist 
dailies. Of all the millions of read- 
ers, of daily newspapers in the 
United States only those reading 
these two Socialist dailies were able 
to get any real information con* 
cerning this great document. This 
should be a lesson to the workers 
of the land. They must know now, 
if they didn't know it before, that 
in Order to get the information that 
touches their interests the closest 
they must have their own press- 



Business is a submarine, with 
only its periscope visible. Its busi- 
ness is to torpedo whoever it can; 
& other words, it is essentially 
criminal. . 



LENN0N QUESTIONS HILLQUIT 



(Continued from Page One.) 



any further benefits. And the con- 
clusion one must draw from his re- 
mark is that the end of the trade 
unions is not to benefit labor but to 
keep themselves going. 

This is a very damaging admis- 
sion, and one worth examining Just 
a little. For many years Mr. Qom- 
pers and his friends have assailed 
the Socialists on the ground that 
they do not want any improvement 
in the conditions of the working 
class. They have repeatedly charged 
Socialists with wishing to have the 
working class driven to despera- 
tion, in order that they may revolt. 
A» thousand times Mr. Oompers has 
assailed the Socialist as being the 
enemies of the working class. He 
has claimed that they do not want 
the workers to get bettor wages or 
shorter hours- But what about Mr. 
Gompers' position here? Does not 
his opposition to the eight-hour law 
mean that he wishes to keep the 
mass of workers toiling ten, eleven, 
and. twelve hours a day in order that 
they shall be driven through des- 
peration into the unions? Does he 
not appear to desire that the work- 
ers shall be so oppressed that they 
will be driven into strikes, and by 
the strikes into the organized labor 
movement? And worse still, has he 
not had the hardihood, if not the 
brutality, to oppose an eight-hour 
law when the workers of Califor- 
nia, Oregon and Washington seemed 
on the point of actually winning it? 
In other words, is not Mr. Gompers' 
position exactly that which he de- 
nounces the Socialists for holding? 
Now let us see if the Socialists hold 
any such views. 

When Mr. Hillquit was testifying 
before the Commission on Indust- 
rial Relations, Mr, John B. Lennon, 
a member of that Commission and 
one of the. prominent officials of 
the A. F. of L., asked Mr. Hlllqult 
these questions : 

"Commissioner Lennon J Mr. Hill- 
quit, I want you to answer a ques- 
tion a little more) elaborately than 
you have, or than I have understood 
you. I understood you to say that 
the coming of Socialism smftt be 
through growth, through evolution, 
through the development of the 
human race to higher and better 
condition*, and that the workers 
must strive to attain better condi- 
tions, so far as their industrial life 
is concerned, and social life, and 
their mental activity. 

"Mr. Hlllqult t Yes. 

"Commissioner Lennon t Then you 
do not believe in the theory . that 
you must grind a man's nose to the 
extreme before he will rebel, and 



help to bring about better condi- 
tions? 

"Mr. Hillqulft By no manner of 
means; just the contrary. j 

"Commissioner Lennon: Has that 
not been the theory expressed by a 
very large number of Socialists up 
to recent times? 

"Mr. Hlllqult: It has not. The 
distinguishing feature between the 
Socialists, or as we may term it 
more accurately, the Social Demo- 
crats, and the Anarchists, is that 
the Anarchists adopt as their mot- 
to, 'The worse, the better.' Where- 
as, the Socialists' motto is, 'The bet- 
ter, the better'.'" , 

A few facts will determine wheth- 
er or not Mr- Hlllqult was justified 
in making this assertion. In this 
and all other countries of the world 
the Socialists have striven with all 
their energy to obtain an eight-hour 
law for 'the benefit of all those who 
toll. In several foreign countries 
they have been successful in obtain- 
ing by laW a reduction in the hours 
of those working in dangerous 
trades, as well as the hours of wo- 
men and children. In the three 
Western States, which have been 
carrying on an agitation for an 
eight-hour law, the Socialists have 
been enthusiastic supporters of 
such a measure. The Socialists of 
Los Angeles, California, were among 
those first to initiate the proposi- 
tion for eight hours that received 
in the general referendum 341,000 
votes. Needless to say, they have 
supported such a law regardless of 
whether or not it would tend to 
make the workers contented. Un- 
questionably if an eight-hour day 
would make men satisfied with their 
lot it . would be likely to hurt So- 
cialism as much as it would trade 
unionism. Whyt then, did the So- 
cialists fight for the eight-hour day? 
Because, first, they are in favor of 
any measure that will benefit labor, 
and, second, no Socialist believes 
that an eight-hour day would in- 
jure either trade unionism or So- 
cialism. On the contrary, it is the 
conviction of avery ..prominent So- 
cialist that when, you have freed 
men /rom the brutalizing toil of 
eleven and twelve hours a day and 
given them leisure . to think, they 
will become more conscious than 
ever of their true interests. As 
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culously inconsistent, vulgarly illogical, mock- 
ingly insincere — and contemptible. With your 
learning, your eloquence, 'and your unusual 
moral influence you defend the competitive 
system that forces you to cringe and fawn be- 
fore coarse-grained, lard-and-tallow, morally 
barbaric millionaires, forces you to tease these 
industrial caesars for some of their blood- 
stained money for fellowships with which you 
may rescue at least a few dozen of their ment- 
ally gifted but economically plundered and 
pauperized victims. 

Have you no shame? Really, have you for- 
gotten how to blush? Has the competitive 
system of society so poisoned the well-springs 
of manly pride that you are become Incapable 
of Christlike indignation, incapable of hot re- 
sentment for the merciless tyranny of masters 
who force you to crawl and whine and also 
force you to teach a falsehood and commit a 
social treason? Has your intellectual serfdom 
morally emasculated you? 

Get up! Stand once erect! Show us the soul- 
shine of men, defiantly proud men, men too 
finely proud to defend a system that perhaps 
robbed their own fathers and mothers of the 
greatest thing in the world, a liberal education. 
Show us men too noble to mock their own 
families— perhaps their own uneducated mothers 
whose gnarled hands In days gone by were 
blistered and calloused with toil in furnishing 
their sons economic support while they studied 
in college. Come! Speak out, gentlemen. 
What messaige of cheer have you for the vast 
majority, some of whom no doubt are weak, 
many millions of whom are_ surely splendid, 
capable average, and great numbers of whom 
are doubtless magnificently gifted, but many 
millions of whom are IN THE TOTAL- 
ECLIPSE OF THE CURSED OBLIVION OF 
FATALISTIC POVERTY— what message have 
you for this mighty host whom the coarse and 
brutal rudeness of the competitive system robs 
of the privilege of even the first year's train- 
ing in the high school? What message of 
cheer have you for the lean and bony little girls 
toiling in the cotton mills of New England and 
the South, competing, each pale, hungry, rag- 
ged child competing, aye, competing with a 
multi-million dollar corporation? What mes- 
sage have you for the tender little boys in the 
breakers of the Anthracite Coal Trust? What 
cheering message have you for the multitude 
of little dust-breathing consumptives who slave 
in the great department stores, each child, 
each alone, competing against a gigantic -cor- 
poration? These, all these are helplessly 
young, helplessly small, helplessly ignorant, 
helplessly inexperienced, and helplessly poor. 

These — and millions of others in factories 
-and shops, and in petty rented or mortgaged 
farms— have NO SUFFICIENT OPPORTUNITY 
TO PROVE their intellectual gifts— they have 
no economic support while they study- What 
message have you for this hos.t of helpless girls 
and boys whose intellectual eyes are burned 
out by the blistering heat of the competitive 
system? Stunned and balked by the brutali- 
ties of the competitive wage-and-profit system, 
these are helpless, AND TOU KNOW THEY 
ARE HELPLESS. These have no opportunity 
— they lack economics defense while ttiey en- 



they have opportunity to read and 
thing more, they will also strive 
harder for a better and higher lifo 
for all those who toil^ 

• * *r 

MR. DUNCAN'S OBJECTION TO AN 
EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 

HAVING DEALT with one of Mr. 
Gompers' objections to an eight- 
hour law, let us now turn to one 
objection presented by Mr. James 
Duncan, next to Mr. Gompers the 
highest official in the A. F. of L. 
Mr. Duncan's view Is no less dam- 
aging than that of Mr. Gompers- It 
is the essence of craft selfishness. 
To anyone interested in the world 
of labor at large his words appear 
to be as coldblooded and mercenary 
as it is possible for the views of 
any man to be. He is an official of 
the Granite Cutters' Union, which 
according to the reports Of the A. 
F. of L., has a membership in the 
United States not exceeding thir- 
teen thousand men. Mr. Duncan is 
opposed to an eight-hour law, which 
would benefit at least twenty mil- 
lion workers, because he is afraid 
that if these twenty million workers 
obtain an eight-hour law the granite 
cutters might have difficulty in re- 
ducing- further their own hours. 
That's the unvarnished fact. And 
if you don't believe it, here are his 
words: "We hope," he says, "through 
our trade union activities to get 
down to the six-hour day by and by. 
If you have an eight-hour law you 
will see the handicap we will have 
in arguing with our employers for 
seven and seven and one-half hours 
a day." 6 So much for the shame- 
less craft spirit of one man and his 
little organization who actually op- 
poses an eight-hour law for the 
millions because it might interfere 
with his petty little craft obtaining 
at sometime a seven or a six r hour 
day. These are the amazing argu- 
ments against an eight-hour law of 
Mr. Gompers and Mr, Duncan, the 
two highest officials in a labor 
movement that was built up to fight 
for the millions who toil. The A. 
F. of L. is alright, but what of its 
present leaders? Do they represent 
the views of the masses in the shops? 

Surely it is obvious to the union 
men of America that their officials 
should be held strictly responsible 
for their actions. In reality there 
is no difference between your sel- 
ected representatives in the Con- 
gress of the United States- Both 
sets of officials should be watched, 
their actions recorded, and they 
should be defeated or returned ac- 
cording as they have served the. in- 
terests of those whom they repres- 
ent. 

The A. F. of L. and the Socialist 
Party are both organizations that 
claim to represent labor, and both 
should be watched most carefully 
by the masses to see that neither the 
one or the other takes any action 
that tends to injure labor. More- 
over, any Socialist or trade-union 
official who misrepresents labor 
should be retired by the organized 
forces of Socialism and labor. 

As a rule the mass of Socialists 
watch carefully the actions of their 
officials. They have the referen- 
dum and the recall which enables 
them to veto the actions, of their 
officials or to retire them when- 
ever they misrepresent the move- 



rich their minds, polish their pearls and prove 
their gifts. You well know that a mentally 
gifted child though keenly willing to study, 
may nevertheless grow up to be a stupidly ig- 
norant man or woman. These ignorant child- 
ren in the mills and mines, competing against 
profiting-lusting employers, are struggling, 
gasping for the economic breath of mere animal 
existence, while you admit that even the bril- 
liant and powerful young men and women who 
already have high school and perhaps several 
years of college education need economic pro- 
tection while they prepare further for lives of 
usefulness and honor and the many deep pleas- 
ures of mental maturity. Speak distinctly, 
please, — What Is your message for the ignor- 
ant youths whose joyless lives are stuffed and 
damned with poverty and toil, whose hopes are 
stillborn, whose souls shrivel in the fires of 

competition while you mock them? 
* * * • 

NO MESSAGE OF CHEER. 

FOR THIS sweat-stained host, barred by pov- 
erty from the halls of learning, you have no 
sincere message of cheer. And later when these 
economically helpless children of wage-paid 
Blaves are grown to men and women — what 
then? Will you then, your eyes burning with 
scorn, your lips curling with contempt, — will 
you then with your rented tongues, your rent- 
ed culture, your rented rhetoric and your rent- 
ed eloquence farther damn these lost ones with 
stinging, viperous Insult. "Ignorant nobodies!" 

Shame! Shame upon you! How long will 
you defend the system that makes toadies of 
you and dulls the bright eyes ot the children 
Of the poor? 

Will you reply that "In this country oppor- 
tunities are abundant for anyone to sjet an edu- 
cation who has brains enough to make it worth 
while to be educated V How is it then that 
the children of the uneducated poor prevented 
by poverty from proceeding further with their 
education, make just as good records in the 
lower grade schools as the children whom you 
seek to help after they have fortunately gone 
through the high school and part way, or per- 
haps all the way, through the college? 

IF SUFFICIENT OPPORTUNITIES ARE 
ABUNDANT FOR ALL WHY DO YOU FURN- 
ISH SPECIAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO 
ANY? 

Opportunities? Consider what I have just 
quoted above from Professor Lester F. Ward's 
Applied Sociology, which work is Indeed large- 
ly an exhaustive investigation of the sociolog- 
ical and educational significance of opportunity 
and of the lack of opportunity. 

"Opportunities are plentiful — and anybody 
can succeed in this country who wishes to do 
so," — did you say? What you say thus of 
opportunity is false, you know it is false, and 
you prove that you believe it Is false when you 
rush to the rescue of a few discovered specially 
strong young people with fellowships and thus 
economically defend even these trained, dis- 
covered, favored ones against the saber-like 
teeth of the wolves of poverty. 

With pity and contempt I say to you that the 
hldeousness of poverty Is surpassed only by 
the tragedy and shame of strutting, suave and 
smiling intellectual prostitution. As for pros- 



titutes I have more respect, a great deal more 
respect, for my infinitely humbled sisters, paint- 
ed slaves of pimps and policemen, lashed into 
the street by poverty to rent the .mocking smiles 
that hide their anguish, to rent the very temples 
of their souls to unwashed babbling brutes-of- 
lust for money enough to live on day by day — 
I have more respect for these, for any one of 
these, In the desolation and degradation of her 
sex prostitution than I have for the most 'cul- 
tivated' intellectual prostitute that ever rented 
his brain, milked a plutocrat for gifts with en- 
slaving 'understandings,' strangled a fearless 
professor, and helped damn the millionaire's 
victims in poverty and ignorance with the cruel 
slander that "the poor and ignorant are poor 
and ignorant because they haven't brains 

enough to be otherwise." 

* * * * 

YOU HAVE NO MESSAGE. 

I have asked you for your message of cheer 
for the poor. 

You have no message for the poor. 

You? You! You fawning fops-and-serfs, fat- 
tened on "conditioned" endowments, protected 
with salaries tainted with the blood of children 
gasping in the ignorance of poverty and the 
poverty of ignorance, you prideless tools and 
toads of capitalist caesars, hired to pollute pub- 
lic opinion with your poisoned piffle and your 
learned sneers at the uneducated poor — you 
have no message: crawling, prostrate moral 
eunuchs, that you are in the academic he-har- 
ems of the plutocratic masters of the - world, 
you — ybu have no message for the bright-eyed, 
keen-brained children of the poor wallowing 
UNINSPIRED AND UNPROTECTED in the 
ignorance of poverty. 

No university, silently or openly agreeing to 
strangling "understandings" for "conditioned" 
gifts from plutocratic filchers of the fruits 
of toil — no such university ever helped free 
an economic slave class. No . such university 
ever even tried to do so. And whenever in such 
an institution some brave teachers have raised 
their voices in criticism of despotism and in de- 
fense of the hosts that sicken in Ignorance and 
poverty — such teachers have been silenced or 
promptly driven from the university,, or college. 

With no thanks to you, guilty presidents of 
universities, we of the- working -class will hew 
our own way to freedom through the' mountains 
of prejudice and slander you' have helped build 
in the path of human progress. Servile assas- 
sins of academic freedom of discussion, boss 
strike-breakers of the professional nobility who 
strive for the right to teach without toadying, 
we expect nothing from you except hollow 
mouthlngs and cruel slanders- We know you. 

And, fortunately, we also know this: In the 
lower grade schools our children matched your 
children and the children of your masters too, 
IN BRAINS, — matched them there till poverty 
kidnapped our boys and girls and drove them 
to the mills and mines and factories of the class 
who pay your salaries for your cunning silence 
or for your shameless slanders. And that fact 
makes us scorn your slander and inspires us to 
challenge you to the battle of brains for the 
rights of the brain. 

Each year now we more thoroughly UNDER- 
STAND YOU — and YOUR KIND. 
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KIRKPATRICK'S 

Printers and binders demand immediate settlement. 

#■ 

"WAR— WH AT FOR? " is in danger. 
Will YOU help in a crisis? 

A FRANK WORD TO MY COMRADES— 

This is no "hard luck" story to excite your sympathy or "pull off" an advertising trick. In 
my humble efforts to help somewhat as a publisher in our movement I have at no time told you 
an untruth in an announcement or advertisement or elsewhere- I have endeavored to be worthy 
of your respect and cooperation. I have bundles of letters containing graciously kind and beauti- 
fully comradelike words of appreciation of what I have endeavored to help do in the war aigainst 
war and militarism. Your cooperation has been a steady stimulus to do all I possibly could do. 
This I have done. And I can look any of you In the face unashamed of (though unsatisfied with) 
what I have done, and also quite unashamed of these frank words words to you. 

Let me tell you how the matter stands NOW— RIGHT 
NOW— with my poor part in the anti-militarist fight: 

Over 120,900 of WAR— WHAT FORT are now in circulation. The books are selling fairly well 
at present, but THEY ARE ITOT SELLING NEARLY FAST ENOUGH TO ENABLE ME TO SATIS- 
FY MY PRINTERS AND BINDERS- The hills for the Eleventh Edition, 50,000 copies, were VERY 
HEAVY. THE BALANCE YET DUE IS VERY LARGE. A SETTLEMENT IS DEMANDED IM- 
MEDIATELY. I MUST TURN THESE REMAINING BOOKS INTO CASH AT ONCE TO AVOID 
A SUIT IN WHICH I WOULD CERTAINLY LOSE. I must sell the books at a sacrifice to keep 
out of a 'Judgment' suit that might mean the quick "killing" of the book. $10 per hundred for the 
remainder of the present edition will leave a deficit of at least One Thousand Dollars on these 
books. I am willing to swear that this Is strictly true and I am willing to show the bills to prove 
that this is strictly true I TRUST THIS IS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE THAT I NEED YOUR CO- 
OPERATION NOW, RIGHT NOW. 

Under no circumstances would I go into print with such facts as these If I were not forced to 
do so. 

To get out of a tight place, a threatening situation indeed, to hold fast to the book and go on 
in the fight, I teU you frankly that I NEED YOUR COOPERATION and I need it NOW. Not only 
that — I am offering the book to you at a price MUCH BELOW COST, BECAUSE I AM FORCED 
TO HAVE MONEY IMMEDIATELY. 

Some Locals could easily take 1,000 or more, many Locals could take from 100 to £00, and sell 
them at even AS LOW AS 15 CENTS and make a profit on them—quickly too. If the books were 
retailed at cost by the Local, then for the SMALL COST OF THE FREIGHT THE EQUIVALENT 
OF A BIG PROPAGANDA MEETING could be had with from 100 to 500 books SOLD AS FAST AS 
THEY WERE OFFERED* Hundreds, of propaganda meetings MORE than the amount of this 
freight- And the hooks would continue to work FOR YEARS — 200 OF THEM PROBABLY REACH- 
ING 1,000 PEOPLE WlTHIN $ MONTHS. 

WAR— WHAT FORI— on war, militarism and Socialism— contains 384 pages, good book-stock 
paper, 26 full-page powerful pictures, and is bound in unusually strong, heavy leathery paper— an 
honest, attractive, effective hook. HUNDREDS of times I have been assured by comrades that 
the books now in circulation have already been a great help. 

If you believe me truthful and are WILLING TO HELP 
IN A CRISIS, I wish you would help and HELP NOW! 

$10 per 100-«WAR WHAT FOR?"- While the Supply Lasts! 
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MAKE IT $2,000 BY SEPT. 11 



FHE "Organize for 1916 Fund" this week reaches the encouraging 
total of $1,379.78. But a big plunge forward must be" made during 
iie next week or 10 days. • 

Every Socialist local in the land should be vitally Interested In in- 
reasing this fund to $2,000 before the next meeting of the National, Exe- 
utive Committee. 

You can do It! The next executive coirimlttee meeting will start 
Saturday, Sept. 11. At this time the funds must be lh sight to push a 

igorous "ORGANIZE FOR 1916!" campaign. 

• • * 

THERE IS YET time for hundreds, if not thousands, of locals to re-i 
pond to this call. If only 350 locals would send in the $2 asked, the 
12,000 mark would be reached and passed. 

The "ORGANIZE FOR* 1916!" campaign has already been started in 
it least three sections of the country. But the next meeting of the national 
jxecutive committee will mark the time for the big national move fot> 
ward. 

In the New England states F. H. Maxfield is busy reorganising and 
jutting life into the old locals, starting new locals and building up the 
novement generally. His work has been confined to Maine, New Hamp- 
ihire and Vermont- Watch these states come to the front. 

W. R. Snow is busy out in Idaho where the Socialists have a repres- 
entative in the state legislature. The Socialist sentiment is growing in 
.his state as well as in the neighboring states of Montana and Washing- 
;on. The Pacific northwest will surely be heard from in the 1916 march 
:o victory. 

* • • 

IN THE SOUTH the Socialists continue fighting an uphill but winning 
oattle. Plans are now on foot to give them «*very aid possible in file "OR- 
GANIZE FOR 1916" campaign. The Mississippi organisation will be giv- 
m all support possible in the pending state election when the Socialists 
wilj make a determined effort to cast three per cent of the total vote. This, 
will give them a permanent legal position on the ballot. Negotiations are. 
now being carried on with State Secretary Ida M. Raymond to determine, 
what support can be given the Mississippi Socialists by the national or-> 
ganization. 

. Cornelius Lehane continues on his triumphant tour through the west. 
He is now oh the Pacific Coast Reports tell of the big reception being 
given the eloquent Irish Socialist everywhere. He is doing much to 
arouse an interest in Socialism among .the trade unionists. His Story of 
the cooperation between the Socialist Party and the trade unions of Ire- 
land is opening the eyes of the workers to the possibilities of political 1 
and industrial unity in the United States. ' „ 

This is the necessary work in the "ORGANIZE FOR 1916 1" cam- 
paign. This work must be broadened and strengthened. See that your 
local is enrolled in the great struggle by contributing its share in the 
"ORGANIZE FOR 1916!" funtf. 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Seconds to Referendum!, 
Received since last publication of sec- 
onds. 

BY LAS CRUSES, & MEX.: (Proposing 
n amendment to the National Constitu- 
tor! abrogating Article XIII and provid- 
'g -that, at -ieaat two members of the 
teoutivo Committee shall be women, 
rst published June 19, 1915). Second- 
by Local Omega, Florida. 
,B5r FRESNO, CALIF. .- - ( rt o yusl ng an 
lendmont to Article X, Section 3 of the 
.tional Constitution providing that: "No 
imber of the Socialist Party shall under 
y circumstances vote for, support or 
1 any candidate for office in opposi- 
ng to the regularly selected candidate 
the Socialist Party. First published 
ly 3, 1915). Seconded by Locals: 
'chmond, Calif., and' Alpine, Calif, 
3Y MARX, WASH. : (Proposing- that 
r member of the Socialist Party Who 
pits, professes of advocates beliefs eon 
\y to the membership pledge sHall be 
elled from the partv. First published 
7, 1915). Seconded by Local Bangor, 

|h 

MT. ANGELES, WASH. : (Propoa 
to abolish the Woman's National Com 
te and provide for a National Com- 
)e and National Executive Commit- 
Dne half of the members to be wo- 
I First published Aug. 21, 1915.) 
kded by Local Las -Cruses, N. Mex. 
' WARREN, OHIO: (Proposing that 
1916 National Convention be die- 
d with. First published Aug. 14, 
Seconded by Locals: Las Cruses, 
ex.; Norton, N. Mex.; Tampa Br. 
Hillsboro, Fla. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO: (To sus- 
Article IX of the National Consti- 
i, providing for Conventions, for the 
]1918, and that the National Executive 
bittee be authorised to draft 1916 
form and submit to the referendum 
of the membership. First published 
21, 1915). Seconded by Locals: 
ex Co., N. J.; Las Cruses, N. Mex.; 
rren, Pa . ; Grand Rapids, Mich . ; Tur- 
Wash.; Madison Co., Ind. 

RATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111., August 23. 1915. 
'o the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I herewith report the 
result of the second ballot for the Com- 
mittee on Constitution. 
I The votes cast for each candidate are 
fat follows: 

/ BEARDSLEY: Reid, StrebeL Allan, 
iLunn, Beardsley, Revelise, Seidel, Wattles, 
' Slayton, Garver, Duncan, Hillquit Kirk- 
patrick, Maurer, Norton, Streiff, Suitor, 
Ikletcalf, 'Ambler, Irish, Sinclair, Stedman, 
Rodriguez, Millard, Johnston, Tiller, Me- 
Crillis, Solomon, Latimer. TOTAL 29. 

GOEBEL: Neistadt, Canright, Warnook, 
Raymond, Jones, 'Kintzer, Robertson, 
Whaley, Gilleard, Doyle, 'Hamilton, Dem- 
arest, McCrillis, Stedman, Sinclair, Irish, 
Ambler, Metcalf, Suitor, Norton, Maurer. 
Kirkpatrick, Hillquit, Duncan, Garver, 
i Blayton, Wattles, Beardsley. Lunn, Strebel, 
^Terlisner, Clark. TOTAL 32. 
V KATTERFELD: Neistadt, Canright, 
Warnock, Rnymond, Tones, Kintzer, Whal- 
ey, Gilleard, Doyle, McCrillis, Metcalf, 
Duncan, Garver. Slayton, Reid, Allen, Til- 
lor, Latimer, Griffiths, Katterfeld, Ruth- 
enberg, Sadler, Bell, Clark, Pimbley, Wil- 
liams, Wilkins, .Sinclair. TOTAL 28. 
, LANFERSIEK : , Hillquit, StrebeL Sted- 
Wan, Seidel, Rodriguez, Millard, Maurer, 
Solomon, Beardsley, Lunn, Johnston, Wil- 
liams, Ruthenberg, Allen, Reid, Slayton, 
'0arver, Warnock. Robertson, Irish, Am- 
bler, Suitor, Hamilton, Neistadt, Raymond, 
Jones, Whaley, Gilleard, Streiff, Tiller, 
Latimer, Griffiths, Clark, Terlisner. TO- 
TAL 34.. 

LUNN: Demarest, Metcalf, Rewelise, 
Terlisner, Griffiths, Streiff, Gilleard, Jones, 
Hamilton, Suitor, Williams, Johnston, 
Rodriguez, Seidel, Stedman. TOTAL 15. 

RINGLER: Strebel, Millard, Maurer, 
Solomon, Beardsley, Allen, Slayton, Irish, 
Tiller, Latimer, Wilkins, Canright, Sin- 
clair, Wattles, Demarest, Suitor, Hamilton-, 
Jones, Duncan. TOTAL 19. 

RCEWER: Lunn, Hillquit, Streftel, 
Seidel, Millard, Solomon, Irish, Beardsley, 
Wattles, Demarest, Garver, Robertson, 
Ambler, Streiff, Revelise, Williams, Kirk- 
patrick. Norton, McCrillis. TOTAL 19. 

RUTHENBERG: , Sinclair, Canright, 
Wilkins, Latimer, Allen, Reid, Warnock, 
Btistadt, Raymond, Whaley, Clark, Pim- 
Bley, Bell, Doyle, Sadler, Katterfeld, Kin- 
tier. Solomon, Norton. TOTAL 19. 

THOMPSON: McCrillis, Kirkpatrick, 
Williams, Streiff, Revelise, Robertson, 
Demarest, Wattles, Millard, Hillquit. Lunn, 
Metcalf, Duncan, Ruthenberg, Maurer, 
Hamilton, Terlisner, Griffith, Gilleard, 
Johnston, Wilkins, Neistadt, Raymond, 
Whaley, Norton. TOTAL 25. 

WILLIAMS:. Kintzer, Doyle, Katter- 
•feld, Sadler, Bell, Warnock, Canright, 
Stedman, Tiller, Ambler, Seidel, Kirk- 
patrick, Clark, Revelise, Robertson, Ter- 



lisner, Griffiths, Jounston, Wilkins. TO- 
TAL. 19. 

TOTAL NOT VOTING THIRTEEN : Fin- 
ke, Schwartz, Brewer, Nuorteva, Roewer, 
Rissanen, Nichols, Goebel, LeSueur, Holt, 
Leeland, Burgess, Berger. 

A majority of the committee, 88, neces- 
sary to elect. 

Walter Lanfersiek, having received 84 
votes, is elected. 

According to Rule 10 of your commit- 
tee, I am re- submitting the eight names 
receiving the next higest votea. Vote' for 
four. 

. Vote eloses September 11th. Kindly 
use the inclosed ballot. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

COMMENT ON NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
MOTION NO. 16. 
BELL: In spite of deft handling of 
text of motion by Goebel in his retort 
against appeal, the aotion of the Executive 
Committee is an endorsement of the en- 
tire peace proposal with its Germanic bias 
and self justification and should be re- 
jected. 




By EUGENE V. DEBS 

TODAY "We socialist comrades celebrate 
the Revolution; 
The Revolution sweeping from pole to pole 
and all around the earth ; the Revolution that 
is to strike, the fetters from the toiling mil- 
lions, put an end to war and bloodshed and 
humanise the race ; the Revolution whose mis- 
sion it is to free women and make them the 
comrades, and equal* of men, empty the fact- 
ories and sweatshops of little children and put 
the red roses of life and joy in their cheeks, 
and make this a world of loving comrades, : 

Today I hear the heart-throbs of fifty mil* 
lions, of my comrades and with this mighty 
swelling anthem -the innumerable proletarian 
host, lifting their bowed and weary forms 
from the dust of the ages and turning their 
eager faces toward the purpling East, are 
keeping step* with the. Grand March of the 
world-wide Social Revolution. 

We stand erect this day and greet one an- 
other with loving salutation ; We consecrate 
ourselves anew to the Great Cause; we pledge 
our. lives and honor to one another, and in lo- 



yal fellowship comrades clasp the hands of 
comrades all arourffl the world. 

This day we remember Pat Quintan and 
John Lawson ; we remember Rangel and Cline, 
Suhr and Ford, and all our heroes who behind 
prison bars are paying the penalty of 'thiir lo- 
yal devotion to the working class. a We hail 
them as our bravest comrades and >we shall 
turn their cruel prison sentences into inStrurrig 
vnts of emancipation. 

• Today, we stand njore staunchly than ever 
before for the industrial union and the Social- 
ist par^yi for economic and political solidarity 
and for education and organization of the toil- 
ij^ masses along the uncompromising lines of 
the -Revolution. » ." • 

'today we. close up the ranks and feel the 
touch and thrill of unity and power; we dis- 
miss doubt and banish fear. Our feet are on 
the rock, our hearts are in the cause, and our 
heads among the stars. 

The daw*' of Freedom is in the Eastern 
skies and rite future is for Socialism and Hum- 
anity, for brotherhood and Peace, for. Life and 
Love for all the Race ! 



MACHINISTS' DELEGATE URGES 
EIGHT-HOUR LAW BY BALLOT 



(Continued from Page Two.) 



REPORT ON NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
MOTION No. 16. 

! An appeal from the action of jthe Na- 
| tional Executive Committee on, the request 
'submitted by Comrade Meyer London, re- 
ferring to the Peaoe Proposals of the Ger- 
man comrades. QUERY: "Shall the 
Executive Committee be sustained!" 

„ VotfncTTjBs:--" ~- 

Robert.son, Finke, .Beardsley, Norton, 
Wilk, Kirkpatrick, Latimer, Garver, Dem- 
arest, Metcalf, Ruthenberg, Streiff, Am- 
bler, Gilleard. TOTAL VOTING YES, 14. 
Voting No. 

Doyle, Williams, Griffiths, Pimbley, 
Clark, Stedman, McCrillis, Irish, Neistadt, 
Warnock, Raymond, Canright, Lunn, Stre- 
bel, Tiller, LeSueur, Wilkins, Hamilton. 
Sinclair, Reid, Revelise, Terlisner, Bell, 
Suitor, Katterfeld, Sadler. TOTAL VOT- 
ING NO, 26. 

Seidel declined to vote. 

Allen voted to table the subject covered, 
by motion. 

Not Voting. 

Johnston, Rodriguez, Wattles, Brewer, 
Millard, Jones, Nuorteva, Roewer, Rissan- 
en, Duncan, Whaley, Nichols, Goebel, Hill- 
quit, Solomon, Holt, Maurer, Slayton, 
Leeland, Burgess, Kintzer, Berger, Seidel. 
TOTAL NOT VOTING, 23. 

The motion to reverse the action of the 
Executive Committee is therefore carried, 
and the Executive Committee is not sus- 
tained. 



COMMENT ON NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
MOTION 17. 

Proposing a reduction in the operating 
expenses of the National Office to the 
standard of 1910. 

HAMILTON: Rather would I vote to 
increase the number of departments in the 
National Office, to double the force of 
workers and for a general raise in wages 
than to vote, as I now must do, for gen- 
eral reduction. I am opposed to any pol- 
icy of false economy that aims at saving 
money at the sacrifice of efficiency. But 
for the Executive Secretary's earnest state- 
ment that reductions must be . made to 
save the Party from bankruptcy and ruin 
I would vote "No" on this proposal. 

PIMBLEY: While 4he proposition of 
Comrade Irish has my hearty approval, 
the motion is affirmative and, therefore, 
unconstitutional; hence, I vote *'No." 

Seconds to Motion No. 17 were received 
from Sadler of Washington and Suitor of 
Vermont after the motion had been sub- 
mitted to vote. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTED BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111., Aug. 26, 1915. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I report to .you as 
follows: ' . 

ON MOTION (J) BY LE SUEUR, to 
elect Eugene V. Debs and George R. 
Kirkpatrick as representatives of the So* 
cialist Party to present our peace program 
at the Friends of Pi.ce Convention at 
Chicago, Sept. B : 

LeSueur votes YES. Maurer and Goe- 
bql - vote NO. 

On amendment by Goebel (Motion K.) : 
Goebel, Germer and Maurer vote YES 
LeSueur votes NO. Seidel NOT VOT- 
ING. AMENDMENT CARRIED. ^ 

In connection with above report, we 
are in reeei.pt of a motion in the National 
Committee to reverse your action. The 
motion is filed by Comrade Lpnis Boudin, 
and will be sent to the committee ' for 
seconds today. 

On Motion (L) by LeSueur, to author- 
ize the Executive Secretary to reduce the 
force of both Information and Literature 
departments of the National Office: Le 
Sueur votes YES. Maurer, and Germer 
vote NO. Seidel NOT VOTING. NO 
ACTION TAKEN. , 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

ELECTION OF PABTV OFFICIALS. 

ALABAMA: Emma F. Connolly, Box 
39, Birmingham, Ala., has recently been 
elected to the National Committee. 

VERMONT: ' Pending an election, C. H. 
Reynolds, of Barre, has been appointed 
State Secretary to succeed Gilbert Phil- 
lips, resigned. 

NEBRASKA: . G. 0. Porter, Morrill, 
Nebr., has been elected State Secretary 
to succeed Ethel J. Shafer, resigned. 

TO SOCIALISTS AND SOCIALIST 
LOCALS. 

The Socialist local of -Jbptin, Mo., 
wants to warn the Socialist Party against 
one-W. E. Clark who baa been expelled 
from the Joplin local because of Ilia dis- 
reputable acts. 



The Industrial Commission ■ re- 
ports that on an average all the 
workers of America are out qf em- 
ployment zjnerfifth of the. time. Na- 
tionally this 'itn«awl • \w*at#'{f' indivf- 
dually it brli&gs w^t 



merit. The rank and file of ti» A. 
F. of L. has neither the referendum 
nor the recall and no means, there- 
fore, of reaching the higher offi- 
cials of the A. F. of except by 
electing pledged delegates to the 
conventions of the A. F. ' of L. In 
the past it has been the habit in 
most of the unions to elect the 
same men year after year, and there 
seems to be no doubt that a well 
organized national machine domin- 
ates the proceedings of the A. F. 
of L. 

DO NOT UNDERSTAND. 

To a great degree the mass of 
iinion men do vfitr understand that, 
as, unfortunately, only a few thous- 
and ever read the proceedings of the 
conventions and only a mere hand- 
ful know what happens at the Con- 
ventions- The capitalist press gives 
only the most meager reports of the 
proceedings of the convention, and 
in the official papers of the A. F. 
of L. there, is pointed only the gen- 
eral summaries " of what has hap- 
pened. In this manner the masses 
are kept N in far more complete ig- 
norance of what happens at /the A. 
F. of L. conveniens than they .are 
of what happens in the Congress of 
the United States. 

Realising' these facts, it seemed 
worth while to publish in cheap 
pamphlet form some extracts from 
the more important addresses del- 
ivered in Philadelphia on the eight- 
hour day. No doubt they will aston- 
ish the rank and file of trade union- 
ists and it is sincerely hoped that 
this little pamphlet will be brought 
to the attention of the great mass 
of men who are working in the mills, 
mines and factories ten and eleven 
hours a day. After all, it is they 
and not their officials who should 
decide whether or not they should 
have an eight-hour day. They must 
also determine whether they prefer 
to achieve it by the strike or by the 
ballot. It is up to them to decide 
whether it is better to have a uni- 
versal eight-hour law or only eight 
hours tor those union men who are 
stronig enough to attain it through 
the power of their unions. The 
facts herein given may also assist 
the mass of trade unionists to de- 
termine for themselves whether or 
not some of the present officials 'of 
the A. F. of L. are any longer worthy 
of £he high positions they hold in 
the labor movement of America. 

The debate on the eight-hour law 
wars started by Delegate Taylor, of 
the Machinists' Union. Among other 
things', he said: 

"I believe where it is possible to 
reduce the hours of labor by our or- 
ganization it is a very good thing 
to do. The -machinists' organiza- 
tion, which I. represent, has spent 
1800,000 in the Northwest since 
1910 tcying to reduce the hours of 
labor for the metal trades, and it 
has not been 'successful. When thiB 
law was placed upon the ballot, or 
before it was placed upon the bal- 
lot, the machinists put an organizer 
in the field in Washington und paid 
film a salary to assist in having the 
law put upon the ballot- > After get- 
ting 35,000 signatures upon the bal- 
lot, one of the main causes of de- 
feat, of that eight-hour measure in 
Washington was the fact that the 
statement was circulated that the 
president of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor was opposed to legis- 
lation for the enactment of an- eight- 
hour law for men * * * All of the* 
manufacturer^' associations, all of- 
the leaders of the employers in the 
State of Washington, where they 
have thrown mud and dirt at all 
representatives of the American 
Federation of Labor and all re- 
presentatives of any organisation 
affiliated with this body— all lead- 
ers of this movement from the bot- 
tom up — used this statement to the 
detriment of the men and women in 
the State of Washington and other 
States oh the Pacific coast to defeat 
that law. 

f OUGHT 'BY EXPLOITERS. 

"I have here a. poster that was put. 
up all over the State of Washington. 
I wish to read it. I want the dele- 
gates of this convention to under- 
stand that I am not personal at alt; 
I do not want to be construed in 
that manner. But I have got to 
make this statement, because it is 
a statement of fact and it is neces- 
sary, to do so. The poster got out 
by the Manufacturers' . Association 
of t;he" Statdof Washington aiid by 
the Metal Trades in- the State of 



Washington, that the machinists' 
organization spent hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to force them 
to" give the eight-hour day, said*: 
'President Gompers, of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, denoun- 
ces a compulsory eight-hour law, 
Initiatiye Measure No. 13. He says 
that if there were a movement to 
establish an eight-hour 'day and a 
minimum wage he would oppose 
such policies. Mr. Gompers ought 
to know, and he does know, and 
every intelligent laboring man 
knows, a compulsory eight-hour day 
will increase living expenses and 
hurt the laborer more than any- 
thing else. Mr. Laborer, do you 
want eight hours instead of ten, 
and maybe lose your job altogether? 
Do you want to quit having over- 
time? Your employer cannot give 
you overtime under this law. (And 
there are thousands of unemployed 
men in the State of Washington and 
no one should be allowed to work 
one minute overtime.) Can you pay 
higher prices for all you eat and 
wear and still support your family 
on eight hours a day and no over- 
time,' 

1 "I*believe, Mr. Chairman, that the 
American Federation of Labor 
should go on record at this conven- 
tion in favor of passing legislation 
for eight-hour laws or any other 
laws that will* benefit men in this 
organization and men out of the or- 
ganization as well. There is no- 
thing in this resolution, there is no- 
thing in this recommendation of the 
committee, that has anything to do 
with Government employes; it is 
a clean-cut resolution, and the peo- 
ple on the Pacific coast feel that 
the American Federation of Labor 
movement -owes it to them to give 
them the right to go orut two years 
from now and fight for this eight- 
hour law and pass it with the full 
consent of this body, with the full 
instructions to the Executive Coun- 
cil that it will support and uphold 
them in getting that law passed. 
If you don't, we will pass it any- 
way, and the American Federation 
of Labor goes on record that it does 
not believe* in getting anything 
when we can go straight across and 
get it; but we must walk around 
and around in a circle, instead of 
taking four or five steps across to 
get something."" 

Delegate Frey, of the Moulders, 
opposed* the resolution for an eight- 
hour law, saying: 

"There are but two methods of 
securing conditions that affect our 
lives as workers. One is through 
legislation, State and Federal, and 
the other through the activities of 
our trade-union organization. The 
policy of the American trade-union 
movement in the regulation of 
watges, in the. regulation of the other 
terms of employment, has always 
been to endeavor to secure them 
through the strength of our unions 
and through negotiations with em- 
ployers."* 

BACK TO MIDDLE AGES. 

This is the chief statement of 
policy made by Delegate Frey, but 
he also argues that it is extremely 
dangerous to permit the legislatures 
to determine the hours of labor, and 
he goes back to the middle ages' to 
prove that, the English courts were 
very tyrannical when they exercised 
power over workmen's wages and 
their hours, of Jabor- He forgot to 
mention that today the mass of 
workers have votes, which they did 
not , have in the middle ages. He 
also neglected to mention that they 
have the initiative, referendum and 
recall in many States, which they 
did no,t have jn the middle ages. 
Hisvargument/ therefore, on this 
line is of little importance in the 
present day. Delegate Brown, of 
the Timber Workers, spoke vigor- 
ously in favor of an eight-hoar law, 



IS HE CRAZY? 
The owner. ,of . a large plantation 
in Mississippi, where the fine figs 
grow, is giving away a few five- 
acre fruit tracts. The only condi- 
tion is that figs be planted. The 
owner wan^s enough figs raised to 
supply a co-operative canning fact- 
ory. You can secure five acres and 
an interest in the canning factory by 
writing the .Eubank Farms Compa- 
ny, 664 Keystone, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
They will plant and care ..for your 
treej for $6 per month. Your profit 
should be,. $1,000 per year. Some 
think- titis/man is crazy for . giving 
aWajr^uolij^^ 



and so also did Delegate Mitchell, 
Indeed the latjer pointed out that if 
the convention of the. A. F. of L. de- 
clared itself in opposition to eight- 
hour legislation, several of the We- 
stern States could find in it some 
justification for their action If they 
should repeal the eight-hour day 
laws tha'£ now protect the miners of 
those- States. He ended, his address: 
by saying: ' "I believe this conven- 
tion should go on record as taking 
every possible means to reduce the 
hours of service, no- matter whether 
it is by legislation or labor organi- 
zation work. Every avenue offered 
should be utilized by us."* 

By far the most effective address 
at the convention was that of A. J. 
Gallagher, of the Labor Council of 
San Francisco. 

"If you adopt this resolution (one 
against an eight-hour law)," he said, 
"then you had better go backward 
a little and undo some of the things 
you have done in the pastt A few 
days ago yod re-adopted- the sea- 
men's bill, as you have done so ma- 
ny years in the past, and that meas- 
ure provides for nine hours' work 
for men in port, and provides for 
watch-and-watch for sailors at sea. 
Evidently you were not afraid of 
the men who go to sea. In Califor- 
nia we have laws limiting the hours 
for most of the 'female workers and 
for miners and smeltermen. We 
have iaws limiting the hours of 
street car men to twelve per dffr*; 
We have laws limiting the hours of 
telegraphers to sixteen per day. We 
have all those things now, and you 
want to adopt a resolution here de- 
claring," it is against the policy of 
the American labor movement. If 
you do, I think there will, have to be 
a slight split; the people .of th« 
West, as I understand them, at least 
of California, Oregon and Washing- 
ton, will not accept your declara- 
tion. • 

"I sincerely hope you will not ac- 
cept this substitute resolution, but 
vote it down- The men and women 
of California went through one of 
the most strenuous fights for popu 
lar self-government ever made by 
any Commonwealth on this earth 
We came so near carrying the eight- 
hour law that some of onr dear 
friends on the other side had their 
hair standing up straight; and we 
did it notwithstanding the fact that 
the billboards were covered from 
one end of the State to the other 
with the warning of .onr disting. 
uished president. wl0 

Later in the day Mr. Gallagher 
continued : 

FINGER ON RIGHT SPOT. 

"Delegate Mitchell, I think, put 
his finger on the real spot when he 
said tnat if the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reverses 'its action at 
Seattle 5 , regardless of interpreta- 
tion, what is going to be the effect 
upon the legislation already en- 
acted? Now, that, is what is facing 
us in the Western States. Every le- 
gislator, every mother's son of them, 
the labor man included, if the in- 
fluence upon him is strong enough* 
will avail himself of the American 
Federation of Labor's position and 
get out from under on. every law we 
have on the statute books now. 

"Delegate Frey made a splendid 
argument based upon the proposi- 
tion that we 'should not permit the 
legal enactment of wage legislation 
or hour legislation. Does Delegate- 
Frey not know that molders, part 
of his organization today, have their 
wages regulated" in parts of this 
country by legal' enactment? Does 
he not know that they petitioned for 
legal enactment and that they prb 



this legal enactment is such a dan- 
gerous thing? 

'In the Western States the min- 
ers, the garment and several other 
trades have petitioned the State Leg- 
islature to enact this legislation lim- 
iting the hours, and have succeeded. 
What do you propose to do in this 
convention? You propose to send 1 
the delegates of those Western 
States back to your own men and 
say: 'You are crazy! You don't 
know what you are . talking about, 
and hereafter when It comes to the 
legal enactment in regard to your 
workday as to Government employes 
you must stay away from the Legis- 
lature, because your organization in 
convention has stated tnat the legal 
enactment is wrong.' 
"I hope this will be borne in mind 
and it is not a threat in any sense, 
but in every sense is true— that the 
effort to keep your men within the 
fold, and you international officers 
ought to remember this, that the 
effort to keep- a good many of your 
men in the fold in the Western 
States, is tremendously hard. Just 
why that is so some of us have 
never been able to ascertain, except 
that it is this: That a man living 
in a country not surfeited with 
things and not surrounded by so 
many things as in the Eastern ci- 
ties likes to move in the most dir- 
ect way to get what he wants. He 
lives in a country that has not re- 
moved very far from the direct 
stage of things, and he wants to 
move, and move as fast as he can, 
to the thing he wants. , 

FIGHT IN CALIFORNIA- 

"I believe, and I believe it frank- 
ly, and I believe it as a result of 
having been up and down the coast 
and into the States of Arizona, New 
Mexico, Oregon and all those States 
In that- part of the country, that 
there is growing a division — it may 
be nebulous now; it may be only 
veiled — but there is growing a div- 
ision as represented in these con- 
ventions. And you want to send 
the delegates of the West back and 
say the American Federation of La- 
bor has said in convention, 'In so 
far aa you try to enact a legal 
workday for other than Government 
employes or women and children 
you are wrong and your efforts must 
cease, and they may as well cease.' 
In justice to the president of the 
American Federation of Labor it 
ought to be said that when word 
reached him that this was being 
used against him he said that in no 
sense should his statements be* used 
in connection with the pending mat- 
ter. But they were used, and with 
tremendous effect- The vote was 
341,000 for it; against it, 390,268. 
That is how the workers in the State 
of California voted for an eight- 
hour day. Does this convention 
want to tell these nearly 350,000 
workers that they are wrong F" 

After several other delegates had 
spoken for and against an eight- 
hour law Mr. Gompers addressed 
k the convention. His remarks are 
printed in full because his views 
should be known by every trade 
linipnist in Ameripa^ Read ... them 
carefully and see if they present a 
Single valid reason for his opposi- 
tion to an eight-hour law. 

"I realize the difficulty of the ef- 
fort to burn gunpowder the second 
time. Yesterday I was before the 
Committee on Resolutions upon the 
resolution now before the convention 
and upon which the committee has 
made the report. Peruaps I would 
not have done that had it not been 
for tl\e fact that, either directly or 
indirectly, intentionally or other- 
wise, the resolution reflected upon 
my conduct I wish I could make 
the speech over again I made yes- 
terday, because I am sure it was 
more persuasive than any one I can 
make now. 

"Hdwever, I want to address my- 
self to the consideration of this 
subject. After all, let me say that 
if you and I have by experience 
learned something, it does not seem 
to me it is discreditable that if we 
have learned, not only of the work 
in which we are engaged, but to be 
able to discriminate as to what is 
advisable or inadvisable; If we have 
learned the meaning of words and 
their valuation, and something like 
nearly employing them, surely the 
implication should not be hurled at 
us that we are lawyers. I anKnot a 
lawyer, and I think the profession 
of law end its adherents and pract-. 
itioners are rather glad I am not. 
At any rate, I am glad that I am 
hot 

CALLS OPPONENTS FOOLS. 
"I want to use just an old dogger- 
el, and it has no reflection upon any 
delegate to this convention, but it 
seems to me as' an abstract proposi- 
tion it is gbod — that 'Fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread.' We 
have been asked, or advised, to gb 
for all the laws we can get. Save 
the workingmen of America from 
such a proposition! There are num- 
bers of laws we can get, but prud- 
ence and defence of the right and 
liberties of the toilers are much 
more important than the effort to 
secure all the laws we can get. 
There are some men who fail to un- 




I have helped thousands 
of other men to attain suc- 
cess, and I will do it for you. 
If you are plodding along 
in a dull rut, if you are un- 
derpaid, if you are gnash- 

ins your teeth with an unful- 
filled ambition to 0*f mhmmd, to 
do thlnaa, to bm somebody, I can 

surely and absolutely show you the 

way out, as thousands of others will gladly testify I have 

done for them. Will you put your S\s 

case in my hands? Will you let me ( JT. 

help you? loan positively help you \uft* - _ ^ _ 

to bigger, better things-to be the /T ftftuVA i V i f -*i^r* i - 1 

successful man you want to be. It C / * * 

costs nothing to read and learn for W Pramldant 

yourself. Do it— for your own sake. American Csrraspofidenca 5omm or Lmrn 



LAW 



Is Your Big 
Opportunity 



The successful man is the legally trained man. I will help you because I will 
train you to go out and fight life's battles. I will bring a legal training to you 
—at your home— by mail—for a few cents a day. Think of it I \ 

of Commerce, forged ahead aa a business man be- 
cause he knew law. President Wilson, whose 



A few cents a dayl What possibilities loom up 
before you! Man, man, do you realize what this 
means to you? A legal education means capital. 
It is the vary foundation of success. The legally 
trained man wins. In business— in politics— in 
society he is the leader. Nothing trains a man to 
think so quickly— to reason so logically, to be sys- 
tematic, forceful and dominant— as the law. 

Judge Gary, head of the U. S. Steel Corporation, 
is an example of legal training in business. Joseph 
H. Def rees, President of the Chicago Association 



concise, logical method of thinking and talking 
has won the world's applause, trained his mind by 
the reading of law. Abraham Lincoln .rose to un- 



dying fame from the study of law— at home, alone, 
You, too, can rise to a position of' power and 
prestige. You can become a leader in your chosen' 
field. A legal training is the strongest preparation 
for business success, and it is the broadest, short- 
est road to fame and fortune. 



I Now Personally Otter Jfou the Greatest 
Educational Opnortmmy Ever Conceived 

I have personally planned a way to make a thorough legal education possible for every man who 
will write me or send me the coupon below. Do not make any plans for your future until you know 
all about this new, remarkable special offer. 

No other institution ever offered you, ever could offer 
you, the wonderful opportunty tocommence immediately 
to gat ahead, that I offer to you, so send the coupon now 
—today, before it is too late. 

This is a strictly limited offer, and may be withdrawn 
at any moment, so send the coupon today. 

The American Correspondence School of Law was es- 
tablished in 1886, and is the oldest, largest and strongest 
Home Study Law School in the World. Thousands of suc- 
oessful mea got their start from this school. You can as 




This Magnificent Law Library 
With Every Course* 

Twelve massive volumes— 8000 pages— standard law 



surely get your start— bat more then that, by my persons] 

offer, I will make it so easy for yon that you cannot affors 
to let the chance slip. Decide now to learn Law. pw 
complete Home Study Law Course is not abbreviated or 
condensed. It is thorough and complete. Known as the 
Nation's Famous Home Study Law Course. It is written 
so you can understand it. No apeolsl ediioatUa re- 
quired. Our system combines the Text Book. Case aai 
Lecture methods of instruction same as the big resides* 
universities. ^ 

Send the Coupon— Get This Offer 

- '^fi^r 

borou *», at 



Not b.foro it's too Ute, tear off the ooopoaand 
particulars, sent free. When you know Law, there .. 
to your chances lor advancement. No matter who 



while you (earn. You can win „ 

Wealth. You can become lesally trained. Oi 
tea Law eaay. Kise up!— Get ahead! Bel 

■ - _ rilTheli 



doitand I wHlhelp yon. 



anyone if you srasp 
in the coupon and m 
particular! abaolutely 



Bis 164-naso boot on "How to Learn Law." Telia youalftbSH 
the wonderful opportunftlea tot coma the lenlly.aHmettsu*. 
Send no money—every thins Free. Just send the coupon, te aae 
NOW. | 

Presidant 




course that teaches you law by setting you to srae 
Mains law m your own home, during spare hours; Yr- 



biwi . 

' aianiHitaii HH.iMi.ag, .... D#pt« 1989 

W i weald like ts know all ab*mt the New Special Offer yon are personally 
study of law at home, during 1 spare time, so sendnM, 
cation, full details, else youitiW lie-pace book la He) 



a lent In the country to Jit 
icjburers include. dUnn™..™ u....^,., Hu »«» 
andLecal Experts. ThereTs no uncertainty about 

£ur methoda; This la the SToateat correspondence 
iw course In the world. 
Oct nur SPECIAL OFFER today and prove It. 
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cured it only through legal enact- 

ment? If Delegate Frey does not 1 derVtand " this "onV"tnlng/*that" the 
know that he might inquire as to 
^he Government employes at Vallejo. 
If he does he will find their wages 
are set by a Government board and 
through Government action. 

"So far as, the position of the 
committee Is concerned, if seems • to 
,be this: That it feels we have gone 
far enough on the road ^o legisla- 
tion. It sayB We have gone so far 
it is becoming dangerous and we 
must stop; but the trouble with the 
committee is, it is stopping at just 
the important place. Perhaps If you 
let tne workers in the Western 
States get oarer • this stage of the 
journey they may 6e aMe to join you 
%,nd willing' to jom you, on the pro- 
position of wages and other legis.- 
lation. Thai plumbers, the firemen, 
the engineers, the electricians and 
half a dozen other organizations in 
the building, trades make no objec- 
. tion, but solicit the licensing of their 
.men in many States. To such an 
extent do , they do that, you cannot 
w^>rk in some States at your avo- 
cation unless ybji have, a license pre- 
scf ibed by the;, State. Since whta 
arttf^satr-the thought t»af 



labor movement of America Is still 
in its infancy, and that in the cycle 
of time fifty or a hundred years 
count as but a minute. 

1 Report of Proceedings, A. F. of L. 
Convention, 1914, p. 421. 

2 Report Of Proceedings, A. I". of L. 
Convention,, 1914, p. 421. 

' The Dougle Edge of Labor's Sword. 
(Socialist Party, Chicago), p. 105. 

* Report of Proceedings, A. T. of h. 
Convention, 1914. pp. 422-8, 

1 The Double. Edge of Labor's Sword, 
p. 84. 

* Report - of Proceedings, A. V. of L. 
Convention, 19414,. p. 4&7. 

' Report of /Proceedings, A. T. of L. 
Oonveiton, V914: pp. 442-8. 
» Idem. p. 484. '■>•.-■ 

"' m ti i n . i i j 



IN THE BtTKDLB SDITION. 

The remainder of Gomper's argu- 
ment against the. Eight-Hoar Law and 
.the vote by delegates i f the American 
Federation of Labor on this important 
question appears in fu' v l in the Labor 
Day Bundle Edition of The American 
Socialist.- - ' 

Join in the effort ,to p'ace this great* 
argument before as many workers as 

Bosslble . during . . .the wqek of Labor 
'ay. See our big'offersi on Page One 
and , s»n'(t in your order >for a bundle ' 
.iu*»4<gtotti-r. . ,\« 

. t ,■ asstft. '■ejjl . .,/ , ) 



OPEN FORUM 

CAN IT BE DONE, — Since the 
publication, of my motion proposing 
to reduce the operating expenses of 
the National Office to the basis of 
1910, the question has several times 
been asked me, "Can It be done?" 
The query is pertinent and deserv- 
ing of consideration. 

Frankly, it is extremely doubtful 
if operating expenses could be re- 
duced to the exact scale of 1910 
without serious disarrangement and 
disturbance of vital office func- 
tions. Certainly not without elim- 
inating the Foreign Departments, 
which was far from my mind when 
submitting the motion. But un- 
questionably a radical revision and 
reduction of the present wage scale 
is possible without working lasting 
injury or more than passing incon- 
venience to any activity worthy of 
preservation and continuance. 

As a first step, the hard and fast 
departmental lines should be broken 
down and, during the established 
office hours, we should expect our 
employes to occupy themselves 
with whatever there may be to do 
regardless of whether it is in their 
Depairtment or not. No employe 
shouW^be retained on the force who 
is not capable and willing to per- 
form any part of the routine work 
of the office. We can have special- 
ization of work without specializa- 
tion of the workers. 

The next step should be the elim- 
ination of both the Literature and, 
Infofmatlon Departments, with their 
high salaried heads a^i .problemat- 
ical value. The former could easily 
be merged with The American So- 
cialist and Executive Departments, 
without letting out a single hole in 
the belts of either. Pay the Editor 
of the j>aper a little more and have 
him act in the double capacity of 
Editor and Circulation Manager. 
The Executive Department could 
take on the functions of Literature 
Manager- The functions and data 
of the Information Department 
could readily and properly be trans- 
ferred to the Rand School, of New 
York City, which is even now con- 
templating a Research Department 
and in a short time will be in a 
position to carry on this work just 
as thoroughly and far more econ- 
omically than it can ever be done 
through the medium of the National 
Office. 

An office force of 22 persons, 
comifrising the Executive Secretary, 
Editor of The American Socialist, 
Manager of the Young People's De- 
partment, the ten Translator Secre- 
taries and nine clerks, should be 
sufficient to handle the business Of 
the Office. Before submitting this 
motion, I compiled a wage budget, 
covering a force of the above size, 
with no' salary less than $600 per 
year, several at $900 and $1000 each 
and a few higher, and found - that 
the total, which would mean an in- 
crease, in .every case with the ex- 
ception of. the Translator Secreta- 
ries, who should .be reduced to $15 



per week, as suggested -by" onr Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, would amount to 
$19,250 per year. 

Using the figures of the June, 
1915, Financial Report as a basis 
of comparisan, with its month's 4 
wage scale of $2,279.11, this would- 
give us a yearly saving in .waiges- 
alone of $8,099.32. . . £ ; " ; 

Applied to our debt, it would 
eliminate it in a single year. Set 
aside as a Reserve Fund, it would 
practically pay the entire cost of 
our National Committee Meetings 
and National Conventions. It can 
be saved without impairing a single 
vital function of the National Of- 
fice. WHY NOT SAVE IT?— FRED 
E. IRISH, National Committeeman, 
State of Maine. 



LETTER MISLEADING. — A let- 
ter published in a recent issue of 
The American Socialist is very mis- 
leading. The writer states that he 
understands "that a referendum is: 
being voted on in California whether 
there shall be fusion of the Social- 
ist Party in that state with a cap* 
it&list pRrty." 

THERE IS NO TRUTH WHAT- 
EVER TO THIS. WE ARE NOT 
NOW VOTING ON ANY SUCH RE- 
FERENDUM, AND NEVEfPfi'AVE. 
— GEO. W. DOWNING. 



• If we knew how much we knew, 
how much would we know that we 
knew? 
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Direct from my factory to yon.To IntrMsWonr 
Ppoflt-Sharlntr Plan, we offer one infadi locality 
at the rock-bottom, wholesale prlca— putting 



, $200 In Your Pocket 

I Artistie designs, excluBive features Kifnt^ 
fteally built, producing wonderful tonal effects— 

Hon Xapitair mSST CHARQKS ALLOWED. 

Easy payments— no interest— no extras. 
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* Course Piano Instructions ■■ RtE 
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BEAUTIFUL TIE CLASP FREE with our 
wholesale, catalogue of jewelry and cloth- 
ing. Send 10c to cover packing and post- 
age. Don't delay, do it today. W. S. HO- 
WARD, WALDOBORO, MAINE. 



A|MfJ(J|||Ji8 easily grown Clears 
U I ltd k II U per square rod. Boot „ . 
free. T. J. STOUT, A.. 242, EainbJJg, 



Weekly, 50 cents per Year. 
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fSubs of four or more, 40 weeks, 35 cents. 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



Last Week 49,028 

Off 1.997 

47,021 

On 849 

This Week 47370 

- Loss 1,158 

WILL THIS BE THE LAST 
RETREAT. 

One more retreat has been made 
by the army of the "Ons." 

Will this be the last? 

Some say that it will. 

The Lecture Course brigade is 
now nearing the trenches and that 
brigade is full of fight and. of fire 
The Eastern Division of the brigade 
is now nutting its guns into posi- 
tion and before General Piute knows 
it, he will be attacked both from 
the front and from the rear by the 
terrible fire of the brigade. 



ROLL OF HONOR 



"Tour paper is excellent and should 
he in the hands of every Socialist,'' says 
MOLLIE FLAGG, Arizona. 
■ MAX DAMN, Massachusetts, will do a 
world of good, this week. He purchases 
$S worth of cards. 

L. P. SHUTT, California, knocks at the 
door and asks to be put on our list for 
tour years. • 

"I have got to have The American So- 
cialist. Since my paper stopped it seems 
Z don't have any Socialist news at all. 
Here is money to oover another year's 
subscription." RUBEN S MALLET, Min- 
nesota. 

THOMAS OROUTT, Montana, through 
t> little effort secures the names of five 
of his friends who will all fight for the 
cause of Socialism. 

EDWARD G. GASHEL, Iowa, follows 
tn the lead with 6 husky volunteers who 
Will join the army ranks. 

BORIS MOSE, New Jersey: "I want 
these comrades to read the best Socialist 

£apor in the world so enter them on your 
tailing list." Six names from this city 
axe put on our roster. 

"I am very sorry to see the circulation 
drop," writes GEORGE R. JONES. He 
lends us his help by subscribing four 
fears to The American Socialist. 

' 'Every little boost helps, so here is a 
list of 4," says L. G. BOYD, Oregon. 

A comrade in Philadelphia sends us a 
tittle force of 10. 

0. M. REYNOLDS, Pennsylvania, sends 
U $1 for a four year's subscription. 

W. W. WOLFE, Pennsylvania, heads a 
Hst of 8. They all will take their places 
on the firing line. 

"I am sorry to be even suspected of 
being a delinquent in a cause that means 
so much to me. I don't want to miss the 
paper so you will find the yellow slip 
with my name for a four year's subscrip- 
tion." H. M. WILSON, Pennsylvania. 

Four Mexicans with M. B. McDONALD 
in the lead make their way to the fight- 
ing ground of the "On" and "Off" army. 

"I am sending money order for four 
tubs to help boost our valuable paper to 
the top of the 60,000 Hill where it surely 
belongs." ANNA B. WILLQUGHBY, 
California. 

"The best I can do for the 'cause Is to 
sell subscription cards." SAMUEL ZLO- 
TOFF, New York, orde'^ a good supply 
to ptart on. 

Nin<? names come from Pennsylvania. 
CHARLES TISDALE asks us to put them 
on our list quickly as they badly neod the 
remedy. 



OUR KNIFE PREMIUM IS JUST WHAT 

YOU HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR! 

It is the best premium we have yet of- 
fered to our hustlers. This knife is not 
for sale. The only way you can obtain 
this handsome Novelty Knife is by getting 
a list of 16 subscribers to The American 
Socialist at 25 cents each or you can or- 
der $5 worth of subscription cards. So 
far, the knife has pleased everyone of 
our hustlers. We have heard many words 
of praise concerning it. 

The handle of this knife is made of 
material that is very durable, yet it is as 
transparent as glass and as clear as crys- 
tal. The knife 1 has two blades made of 
the finest tempered razor steel. The 
mounting is of German silver and cannot 
rust. On one side beneath the transpar- 
ent surface, will appear your own name and 
address and the words, — COMPLIMENTS 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST. On 
the other side will appear the pictures of 
KARL MARX and EUGENE V. DEBS and 
the SOCIALIST EMBLEM. 

One comrade not only obtained a knife 
for himself but he was so pleased with it 
he earned two more, one for his son and 
one for his daughter. 

Another comrade upon receipt of his 

Sremium knife wrote, — YOUR NOVELTY 
:nife is a beauty. 

This Week we will send the NOVELTY 
KNIFE to W. S. Hall, Idaho; David Grand- 
ttor, New York; M. Nicholson, Ohio; Jos- 
eph Sestok, Ohio; J. F. Slaughter, Arkans- 
as, and Elvin O. McPherson, Ohio. 

It is a suitable gift for father, mother, 
sister or brother. 



KrOCALS, BUY INITIATION SUBSCRIP- 
TION CARDS FOR YOUR NEW 
MEMBERS! 
Too can get these subscription cards 
At the price of 7 for $1. Give your new 
.members the right start by purchasing a 
•supply of these cards and when a new 
member Is admitted to your local send in 
«tne of these cards for a six months' sub- 
scription to The American Socialist. If 
Be keeps up with the affairs of the party 
and Socialist news his interest will not 
lag as It otherwise would. 

Ending private control of employ- 
ment, of the markets and of the 
government would be worth more 
as a protective measure than all 
possible forts, battleships and amu- 
nltlon. 



AMERICAN SOCIALIST 4 YEARS $1.00. 



I ABOR A FTER THE WAR 

SLi By A. M. SIMONS 

WHEN the sun finally shines through the smoke clouds and 
blood steam and poisoned gas of war it will look upon a 
new world, — not only in Europe, but upon thi9 side the Atlantic. 
Industry, finance, politics and the whole mental life of peoples 
will have been changed. Those who do not see this fact, and who 
reason as if the whole world would run on in the same old chan- 
nels, after the world and the channels alike have been blown to 
bits are too shallow to be more than slight obstacles in the way 
of clear thinking. 

A new ruling class, using new instruments will confront a 
different subject class fighting on a changed battle-ground. Priv- 
ate competing capitalists have already almost disappeared. The 
money lord — the bondholder and banker — is supplanting the tool- 
lord — the industrial capitalist — as the latter displaced the land- 
lord a century ago. 

State capitalism, has already taken the place of private industry. This 
process will go much further before the war ends. The working and the 
fighting strength of labor will be organized to do the will of a ruling 
class on a scale so stupendous as to exceed our wildest prophecies- 

• * * • 

THIS IS THE new world within which Socialists must fight even 
though peace be patched up before the war has run its apparently Inevit- 
able course to bankruptcy, repudiation and social revolution. Personally, 
I ibelieve it will run this course, either in this war or another that would 
follow any truce that might come before. 

In either case the Socialist Party will confront a bigger task than 
any It has ever hoped to accomplish. It will need new tools with which 
to do that work. It Is time to be thinking of these things, and those who 
do not see them should cease to cumber the way with piffling babble- 

We cannot stop the war. We did not start it. We have done little so 
far in relation to it that we can be proud of, except by comparison with 
the acts of others. 

Our great task is now before us. It is the task of organizing the so- 
cial revolution that must follow upon this holocaust. 

For this we must prepare? The first step to that end Is to see that 
the Socialist Party of this country is not used as a tool of any of the war- 
ring rulers of Europe. Our brother parties in Europe have sometimes been 
so used- To blink at that fact is to leave an opening for similar work 
here. Nor have efforts in that direction been lacking here. There ar$| 
those whose fanatical devotion to European rulers leads them to seek to 
direct Socialist peace activities in the manner that will best help such 
rulers. 

* * * * 

THIS CANNOT BE DONE. But trying to do it may kill the Socialist 
Party just as the task for which it was created lies ready to its hand. 
That task, for us, must be accomplished on this continent. Unless we can 
so suit our propaganda to American life and American thought as to draw 
to us the American workingman and woman then we will be quietly 
shoved one side for some organization that can so suit itself- We will 
learn this lesson or die. 

Our press and party must be ready to direct the mighty changes that 
will sweep across the world when this war ends. In the meantime we 
must seek out the ways by which those changes must come and how the 
way can best be prepared for them. If we cannot do this, then it will be 
written that the Socialist Party was but the John the Baptist of the So- 
cial Revolution, crying in the wilderness but blind to the coming of the 
hour it proclaimed. 

We need no longer tell of the advantages of state capitalism. One, 
year of war has taught the world more of the possibilities of government 
organized and directed industry than years of Socialist preaching could 
have taught. The masters of tomorrow, who have learned that lesson 
will teach us the next chapter, if we are fools enough to sit applauding 
at their feet- That next chapter deals with the possibilities of well-dis- 
ciplined armies of organized slaves. 

The masters have learned the need and the advantages of organized 
science, philanthropy, industry, government and politics. They will not 
try to' grasp the advantages of these without losing the profits of human 
slavery. 

They will surfeit ,,us with pensions and insurance and welfare schemes 
if we will not disturb them with visions of liberty. Millons of well-fed 1 
slaves who will work and think and fight as their masters direct will be 
the ideal of the rulers of tomorrow. That is the lesson they have learned 
from this war. 

• • * * 

THE ONE THING that will be hidden from labor is the road to demo- 
cracy and liberty. These are the only things worth having. 

Better a starving rebel than a fattened slave. Better all the mistakes 
of democracy than the smooth efficiency of tyranny. These are the lessons 
the war should teach labor and that labor should teach the world. 

We have shown the waste of competition and the blundering wrong 
of private monopoly. The war has proved our every promise, justified 
every conclusion so effectively that no one can henceforth deny the super- 
iority of state operated industry. We painted the horrors of poverty. The 
war added the one horror that frightened the masters, — the horror of mil- 
itary incompetency due to starved workers- 

We did not urge the need of economy in production to save wealth 
for killing. It was not to strengthen imperialism that we taught the world 
the advantages of organization. Least of all did we resist exploitation 

that "bread and circuses" might bribe us to kill and be killed. 

* * ♦ * 

WHAT WE NEED now is rebellion and democracy. There is more of 
hope for the future in starving rebels resisting enlistment than in well-t 
fed slaves moving forward in machine-like obedience to organized lust 
for power. 

We need independence and initiative and education. We have seen 
some of the damnable defects of discipline in the Socialist movement- 
There is infinitely more hope for the freedom of labor in 100,000 Welsh 
miners cursing their union officials and whipping their employers at the 
same time than in a beautiful organized machine voting war credits, 
driving out all real Socialists and rushing to fight and die for a military 
autocracy. 

To be sure we need organization, discipline and direction in industry, 
government and political movements. But these by themselves are but 
the dead shells that confine and crush the life within. 

If we fail to heed the lessons of this war, if we permit the movement 
that has cost us so much to become the tool of some European belligerent, 
if we, in this time of crisis, forget the lessons that the masters have already 
learned from us and have now translated into action, then we deserve 
the death that will be inevitable. 

♦ * * * 

LYING TO OURSELVES is poor amusement. On this Labor Day an 
opportunity stands at the door of the American Socialists such as has 
never come to a subject class in all the thousands of years that men have) 
served masters. The very things of which we have dreamed for centuries 
are within sight- 
Capitalism is blowing itself to fragments. Whether those fragments 
will be built up into the "coming slavery,", or into the structure of the So- 
cial Democracy we now have the power to decide. 

We cannot bring peace now. We may easily make that peace harder 
by misdirected actions. 

We can also decide whether, when peace comes, it shall be a "peace 
of Warsaw," with labor frightened, fooled and fattened Into contented 
organized servitude, or the peace of a labor ruled society of cooperative' 
workers. 



HOW LONG! 

George Vinoent, President of the 
University of Minnesota, is one of 
the administrators of the Rockefel- 
ler Foundation. 

He is supposed to be the servant 
of the people of the State of Minne- 
sota- 
How much longer will the people 
of the State of Minnesota permits 
their servant to be connected with 
an institution ; whose exlstenfce de- 
pends upon its ' privUege^tO'; steal 
from the workers? — ,tWfcta^Us, 
Minn., Labor Revlewm- ..: > 



"The Joplin raliiers $&*tieing rap- 
idly organized '^fe / the ^^We'stern 
Federation of M^nt" writes. Se- 
cretary Eleanor ^.vjptrpente^ of 
the Joplin, Mo» t 1 '' SwroKlist local. 
"There are ' 20,000 miners in this 
camp and a strong Socialist senti- 
ment. A large, part of our Social- 
ist membership is made up of min- 
ers belonging to the Western Fede- 
ration of Miners. The miners first 
formed an_ independent union with 
five or six thousand .members but 
of course they were 'defeated when 
they: went out on strike. Now they 
are going into the W. F. of M. with 
the,: hope, of accomplishing some- 
thing definite/' -<? 

The appeal s 6! the Pope for peace 
has led to a strange controversy in 
Vienna between the, Socialist jour- 
nal the Arbeittt Zeitung and the 
clerical organ the Reichspost. The 
.Socialist Journal printed the Pope's 
appeal on its front page, giving sal- 
ient peace passages in ||alics; the 
clerical organ gave it on a* back 
page, and was Indignant with its 
Socialist contemporary for making 
so much of it. 3The Arbeiter Zeitung 
has replied in trenchant style, show- 
ing up the oddity and irony of the 
whole position. ' 

The Chemnitz Yolksthnme, a Ger- 
man Socialist organ, reports that 
the Germans jOn their entry into 
Warsaw liberated forty political 
prisoners from the Warsaw citadel 
who had despaired of ever gaining 
their freedom. The majority of them 
were Russian Socialists. The news- 
paper says that the citadel ranked 
in revolutionary annals with the 
fortress of St. Peter and St. Paul in 
St;. Petersburg as a place for polit- 
ical urisoners. 

The arrest of Clara Zetkin has 

caused a good deal of excitement 
and resentment amongLt German 
workers, though the censors are 
doing their utmost to prevent the 
expression of criticism of the mil- 
itarist action. The organization of 
Women Socialists in Switzerland 
has protested vehemently against 
the arrest, and their Socialist breth- 
ren in various quarters are arrang- 
ing protest meetings. 

The Reichstag has adopted a So- 
cialist resolution calling for the or- 
ganization by the government of a 
bureaji, under the auspices of the 
Federal Bureau, to take charge? of 
the food problem, with the author- 
ity to confiscate food products in 
behalf of the people. The bureau 
will include members of the Social- 
Democratic party. 

J. E. B. Heed is the editor of The 
American Negro Socialist, the Orst 
issue of which has just appeared at 
Butte', Mont. Its purpose is to car- 
ry the message of Socialism to the 
negroes of the United . States. The 
excellence of the first number in- 
dicates that it will do a big and use- 
ful work in the Socialist movement. 



The only honest thing to do is to 
repudiate all war debts. 

Capitalist civilization has clearly 
experienced a blow-out. 

In the hive of industry bees-ness 
is a drone that gets the honey. 

The workers lose, in every war. 

The man who is ignorant of being 
ignorant, ignores all opportunity 
to learn. 



Young People's Dept. 

Organisation — Education — Solidarity. 

WM. F, KRUSE, • Director 

To reach the nation' § youth with 
the message of Socialism and to bring 
them into the organised Socialist 
movement through Young People's 
Socialist Leagues. 

AddrosB all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept. 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



NOTE. — The weekly story hate 
been eliminated from this Issue. Thja 
next Installment will appear, in the 
coming week'-s issue. 

V. P. S. L. NEWS FROM EVERYWHERE 
the National . Field. 
The weight of opinion in regard to the 

Detroit suggestion of providing a special 
"Merit button" as a prize.. for all Yipsels 
bringing in five new members, seems to 
he overwhelmingly opposed to the" idea. 
Only thirteen leagues have seen fit to 
send in any sorj; of reply — of these only 
two, representing at "4he highest estimate, 
only 138 members are in iavor. The 
others, representing 427 members were 
strongly opposed. Among , those indivi- 
duals who opposed the plan were Isadore 
Tischler, State Sec'y., Y. P. S. L. of tf. 
Y., and Jack Haikin, Educational Director 
of the New York City Leagues. Unless ap- 
pealed from by referendum nothing further 
will be .done about the matter. The . dis- 
cussion has been gf value to. all leagues 
who have taken it up, — and similar matters 
will be referred to them in other similar 
cases. A resume of the arguments against 
the plan will be published in the Young 
Socialist. Magazine for October. 

Only > one week old, — the literature 
campaign is already arousing some of the 
live interest it deserves. The first order 
received is from the Cook County (Chica- 
go), IU., organization. Although their 
treasury contains a whole lot less than 
nothing; • — they pledge themselves to 
handle '20,000. That's a big start, — see 
who will excel that number, don't forget, 
— the first PREPAID order gets the head 
of the column. 

One league that is not affiliated with, 
the National organization objects to the 
system of report blanks. It's nobody's 
business what they do or how they trans- 
act their business according to their 
spokesman. All right, — if that's the 
way you feel> about it, — but our leagues 
believe that in union there is strength. 

Another order has just been rushed to 
the button makers to supply the steadily 
increasing demand for the Y. P. S. L. but- 
tons.. The Cleveland Jewish Y. P. S. L. 
has broken all records for orders by send- 
ing in $16 for eight dozen. They are go- 
ing to dispose of them at their Jubilee 
Celebration, and if this is the way they 
are accustomed to doing business, they 
have something to celebrate over. 

They are publishing a special Jewish 
paper on this occasion, it is called "The 
Young Socialist.'' Any Jewish Y. P. S. 
L., or any whose membership is largely 
Jewish, can get a copy by applying to 
Maurice A. Shilman, Sec'y, Y. P. S. L., 
.$610 Scovil Ave., Cleveland, O. ' 

The .Leagues throughout the country 
seem to be following the very good policy 
Of looking ahead far enough to take ad- 
vantage of everything that comes their 
way, — -to take advantage of every oppor- 
tunity for progress or pleasure. I have 
already received a request for an appro- 
priate program for a Halloween Party. 
On this occassion Fun rules the day, and 
there are a multitude of ways in which 
to serve the master. Many leagues have 
had such celebrations, — let's hear what 
they did to make them enjoyable. Special 
programs of all sorts are always, in order. 
Especially welcome are programs for en- 
tertainments on New Years eve and day. 
March Celebration (Paris Commune), 
First of May, Election Eve, etc. Send 
' em along. . • * 

You may,, think that the Summer slump 
has hit the: y. P. S. L., but the reports 
don't show v.ery much of it. Only a very 
few Leagues have made the mistake of 
(discontinuing, all activities during the hot 
Veather, *. most of them take advantage 
of the chance to build up the social spir- 
it in preparation, for the winter's work. 
Within a period of three weeks five new 
Charters • have been Issued to new re? 
emits of the National Y. P. S. L. They 
are Cincinnati, O.; Peoria, IU.; Lynn, 
Mass..; Sheboygan, Wise, and the Central 
West Side, Chicago. That's not such a 
bad . record. Welcome to the newcomers, 
they strengthen themselves: and they 
strengthen the whole federation. Keep 
up the good work. 



The fellow who always "votes her 
straight" is merely hustling offices 
for the other man. 

"Watchful waiting" failed to {in- 
duce the American people to en- 
thuse for war, so the interests or- 
der Wilson to pull it off anyhow. 
And he will. " 



If employment and the market 
were in the hands of the whole 
people, one-third, of the-, workers of 
America would not be poverty strick- 
en. 



It is the desire to cut wages and 
the system which gives .employment 
Into the hands of individuals that 
have put millions of men out of em- 
ployment and made millions of 
women victims of industrial condi- 
tions. 



"Babies of the poor," says the In- 
dustrial Commission's report, "die 
three times as fast a# those of the 
rich." Industrial conditions mur- 
der more than universal war does. 



ORGANIZATION. 
The Bronx Y. P. S. L. has a , number 

of good "soap-boxers." It is holding 
street meetings under the auspices of the 
Socialist Party. It also had a brilliant 
success in its monster mass meeting held 
Aug. 13. Oscar Ameringer, Milwaukee, 
was the speaker, his subject: Bismarck 
and Marx. 

The English Y. P. S. L„ Cleveland, O., 
is preparing for an energetic Winter cam- 
paign. All of its departments have awaken- 
ed from their siesta, and. are getting ready 
for real work. They plan to produce the 
Dramatic sketch "The Machine," and are 
organizing a Band and Vocal Chorus. 
Their annual series of dances will be un- 
do- way soon. 

The Allegheny Co. Com. (Pa.), is pre- 
paring to issue an Anti-War manifesto for 
free distribution. They are also planning 
a fourpage monthly bulletin for their lo- 
cal news. They say that the Y. P. -S. L. 
of Sweden is very active on Anti-War pro- 
paganda, and there is no reason why the 
Americans should be behind. 

San Francisco (Cal.) puts out a fine 
program every month. Four Lectures, ■ a 
debate and a speaking contest are the 
record of a little over a month's activity. 
In the same time there were two big 
outings and a regular entertainment'.- They 
belong in the "Hvest of the live" class: 

Circle 1 Manhattan (N. Y.), reports on 
the value of intensive work at the expense 
of a rival organization. They recently 
moved their Headquarters adjacent to 
those of a supposedly philanthropic organ- 
ization known as the Educational Alliance, 
and composed mostly of Boy Scouts. 
Many of these are now being interested 
in Socialism and some of them are com-, 
ing over to the Y. P. S. L. That's thin- 
ning the ranks of the enemy and swelling 
our own. 

Omaha, (Nebr.), reports a new way to 

organized Y. P.' S. L. They held a "high- 
five" card party and took in 28 charter 
members.. They report fine prospects, 
and are enthusiastic over their progress. 

EDUCATION. 
PaterSon reports that the warm weather 

has not discouraged the splendid interest- 
shown in the Rand S'chool's Correspon- 
dence Course. Something more than tom- 
foolery here. 



. aoslindale, (Mass.), reports a vary «»• 
cessful public meeting at People's Park, 
with Henry Parker as the speaker. Eight 
new' members were taken in as the re- 
sult. 

The Rand School of Social Science has 

just issued its new Educational Bulletin. 
The work of the school is of greatest ben- 
efit to all young Socialists, — the Corres- 
pondence Courses being especially valuable 
to small Cireles. Address , The Rand 
School, 140 E. 19th St., New York City. 

THE JOY OF LIFE. 

Two successful picnics past and three 
more arranged for is the' < record of the 
Philadelphia Yipsels. And they were all 
half-dollar affairs, too. No pikers here. 

If it's too hot to hold a meeting -and 
your/ crowds shows up anyway, — Just 
take> them out into the park. You can 
have your work and pleasure there just 
as well as inside, — and the hot-air Is 
dissipated ever so much more quickly. 
Several Leagues have already tried this, — 
much to their advantage. 

A really live entertainment committee 
will always try to- arrange some pleasant 
surprise for the membership. Our Oma- 
ha; (Nebr.), League is fortunate in the 
possession of such a committee, — one that 
any league might be proud of. Their lat- 
est stunt was a watermelon supper to pay 
up* for unavoidably -long and hard busi- 
ness meeting. A good suggestion for other 

lea McKeesport, (Fa.), is arranging for a 

Lawn Fete in conjunction with the So- 
cialist Party. It's to be SOME affair. 

As an eloquent answer to the. argument 
that Marriage is a disruptive factor in. a 
Y. P. S. L., I can quote the novel way in 
which a certain officer of a State Y. P. 
S. L. announced his new partnership. He 
wrote in one of -lis business letters: 
"Please change the address of our Circle's 
Secretary to Mrs. Certain Officer, address, 
■same as mhie. I followed So-and-So's ad- 
vice and made her a League worker." 
Were I a prophet or a saint' there might 
be grave temptation to preach a sermon 
on the matter. However, since marriage 
is only a highly interesting incidental 
function of the Y. P. S. L., I shall have 
to refrain from saying, "Go thou and do 
likewise." • .. ' 

If the Co-operative Commonwealth 
could be brought into, being through the 
Base-Ball route the Harvey; (111.), Y. P. 
S. L. would-ibe selling advance tickets long 
ago. And they'd deliver ithe. goods,; too, 
according to the reports of the fellows 
they licked. They promised a walloping 
to the Logan Square Y. P. S. L. team, 
and, — - they certainly kept, their promise, 
— score. 8-2. It reminds me of the time 
Jersey City : promised to win J the N. J. 
League. Championship, — they kept their 
promise too, — even though •> took the 
cellar championship to do it. 

At least one other League realises the 
value of good socialist songs. . Circle Man- 
hattan reports that they never open, or 
..close a meeting without them. That's th* 
ticket. All Leagues ought to get busy on 
this. Large collection of songs can. be had 
from the national oifice at 50o. They in- 
clude notes for piano. 

SAILORS IN DUTCH NAVY CHEER 
SOCIALIST ANTI-MILITARISTS. 

The war has not been able to 
swerve thd Young Socialist Organi- 
zations of Holland from their loyal- 
ty to the International. Though the 
machinations of the vjingoes may 
drive all the rest of the world into 
the bloody turmoil, so far as the 
Dutch young socialists" are con- 
cerned there will be "Nothing Do- 
ing." 

A report in their monthly paper 
"Het Jonge Volk" (The Young 
Folks) tells, of the outing of one of 
their many walking clubs. The 
young people started Out almost a 
hundred strong and, after wend- 
ing their way along the canals and 
dykes, came to the Naval Station. 
As -they marched along in plain 
slight and hearing of one of the war- 
ships, they started to sing- No pa- 
triotic tune theirs, — it was trench- 
ant with Anti-militarism, the title 
(translated literally) was "War 
against War." The sailors on hear- 
ing this song threw their caps into 
the air and cheered the young so- 
cialists. 

Military service, in Holland as in 
most other European countries, is 
compulsory.. It .was not the fault 
of these sailors that they, were 
there. They were really workers, 
impressed for the time in the serv- 
ice of Mars, but they never forgot 
their working-class sympathies. 
Some years ago, and perhaps to 
this very day,, an avowedly Anti- 
militarist paper had a widespread 
circulation in the Dutch Navy. It 
was edited by a former sailor who 
had been dishonorably discharged 
from the Navy, — and it is said that 
his comrades, on the occasion of 
his "disgrace" gave him a bigger 
ovation than ever the Queen could 
command. 

Tha Young Socialists of Holland 
seeing the slaughter at first hand 
will never be beguiled to willingly 
take part in it. They are stauncher 
than ever in the fight against mil- 
itarism. 
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AN OBJECT LESSON 

By JOHN M. WORK 



In reviewing the progress made 
since last Labor Day, the Chicago 
street car strike is one of the as- 
sets which have accrued to the la- 
bor movement. The men did not 
gain very much, but they at least 
gained instead of losing. 
v The secret of their success lies in 
political action. 

For a long time the Socialists 
have been hoping that the working- 
men of Chicago would begin to 
show a glimmer of almost human 
intelligence on election day. 

Last spring a few of them did 
show real intelligence. In two 
wards they quit voting for the in- 
terests of their enemies and voted 
for the interests of themselves and 
their families. 

The result was that two Social- 
ist aldermen were elected. 

When the strike came on, these 
two Socialist aldermen immediately 
got busy. 

ONE OF them introduced a reso- 
lution in the city council designed 
to make the use of strike breakers 
impossible. This resolution was 
adopted. 

The other introduced a resolution 
for the seizure of the street rail- 
ways by the city. It was defeated 
but it met with a storm of applause 
from the gallery, and it was evi- 
dent to the capitalists that each 
day of the strike would make it more 
popular. 

These two resolutions were the 
real cause of the victory of the 
men. They scared the politicians 
and capitalists out of their boots. 

Of course the 'politicians have en- 
deavored ,.. to. walk away with " the 
credit. And many of the people 
fall for this deception- 

But the fact remains that the ten 
thousand street car men. and their 
families have the two Socialist al- 
dermen to thank for their victory. 

IN OTHER WORDS, the victory 
was due to political action. It was 
due to the fact that in two wards 
the workers quit voting for their 
enemies' interests and voted for 
their own. 

If two aldermen can accomplish 
this, what could we not accomplish 
if we would fill the city councils, 
legislatures, and other public bo- 
dies and positions with Socialists? 

We could emancipate the whole 
working class from robbery, unem- 
ployment, and poverty. 



WORK FOR LIVE WIRES 



Requests are already being re- 
ceived for copies of the petition 
published in The American Social- 
ist, August 14, which strikes at the 
robbery of the workers by the pres- 
ent infamous financial system. 

Every Socialist and Socialist sym- 
pathizer should be armed with one 
of these petitions and join in the -ef- 
fort to gather hundreds of thous- 
ands of namco to be submitted to 
the next session of congress. 

You can get as many of these pet- 
itions as you can use by sending in 
your request to the national office 
of the Socialist Party, 803 West 
Madison St., Chicago, 111. Order 
some of these petition blanks now! 



Perhaps the ' European war was 
intended to make conditions for la- 
bor across the pond as. bad as they 
are here, so that there would be 
more emigration to America and 
other "colonies" of the kings. 



Poland has been "freed." That 
is to say, another foreign nation is 
to say who is to be its king. 

Perhaps the Mexican war scare 
is for the purpose of diverting at- 
tention from Wilson's backdown 
relative to Germany. 



A little over a year ago business 
was a robber by stealth. Now it is 
using the gun and is a common 
highwayman. 



Edison's idea that the captains of 
industry should be in charge of 
"mobilizing" the army-to-be is not 
a new invention. They have had 
charge of the murder machine for 
a long time. 



It would appear that little nations 
stand no more show of "Justice" 
than do the little business man. Only 
a union of the whole people can 
prove stronger than the union Of 
the plutocrats. 

They say labor has revised the 
song to read "I didn't raise my kid 
to be a goat, Sir." 

All the murders ever committed 
by individuals would not number 'a 
hundreth part of the people that 
have been slain in war. All that 
has been stolen through robbery 
and crimes punishable by law is not 
a thousandth part of what has been 
stolen from the workers through 
control of employment and the 
markets. 



58 DATES FOR GERMER AND G0EBEL 

We have thus far received 58 dates for Germer and Goebel. We must 
have at least 100 dates before a tour can be arranged. Locals that have 
not yet sent in their contracts should do so at once. 

TERMS: You can secure these speakers for the sale<of 200 subscrip- 
tions to The American Socialist at 25 cents each. If you want the speak- 
ers on this basis write, to this office for a contract. 

Or you can secure both speakers for the small amount of $25. Write 
for a flat rate contract. 



You Can Now Leant 



Speak In Pubfi 



$108,000 FISHING TRIP. 
The IVIinneapolis, Minn.,, New 
Times declares that James J. Hill, 
of St. Paul, the railroad n^agnate, 
has jusi returned from a fishing trip, 
the cost of which was $108,000. It 
says: 

"It will be remembered that . re- 
cently at a banquet feasting the 
Chinese Honorary Commission, .Mr. 
Hill expressed the opinion that 
Americans should learn to live on 
ten cents a day, because they may 
have to adopt this standard. It is 
evident that Jim Hill is recommend- 
ing this standard only to the work- 
ers who carry such as Hill on their 
backs and that he has no intention 
of training himself to the same lev- 
el tha,t he recommends to the work- 
ers." 




Learn to speak forcefully* 

and convincingly. The ability, 

to speak effectively in public*! 
and in private means greater in- 1( 
fluence, greater opportunities and; 
greater financial returns. . Fit? 
yourself for leadership. Your 
speech tells what you are. Your place, 
among men Is decided by what < 
you aay and how j*« say it. 

You can now be- 
come a self - reliant, , 

persuasive and impressive 
speaker. The man or woman 
who cap speak in public wins. 
_ '^tage fright" and 
embarrassment can 
be easily overcome if 
you know how. If 
your worst fears are 
realized when you 
are called upon to 
•peak, you need 
our 

Effective Public Speaking Course 

It will easily and quickly train you to 

-•peak forcefplly In public and in private —train your mamery 
— convaraa ml 1 actively — enlarga your vocabulary 
— address board maotlnca — Incroaao your aolf «conf Mono* 
—•ell mora eoods —develop a strong personality ' 

—respond to toasts —speak before your club, lodge or union 

—at any occasion, without awkwardness or embarrassment. 

life Train You By Nl ail— At Home— In Spare Time 

Just fifteen spare minutes daily devoted to our Effective Public Speaking 
Course will train you to speak at dinners or public meetings without resorting to notes— will 

give you a complete command of the 
English language— will teach you to argue 
effectively and convincingly — express your 
thoughts logically andWorcefully— give you 
the power to "'think on your feet"— to * say 
your say" in earnest, convincing language. 

This Course is conducted under 
the personal direction and supervision of ' 
Professor R. B.Pattison Kline, Dean of the 
Public Speaking Department, Columbia 
College of Expression, Chicago, one of the 
foremost authorities on Public Speaking 
and Oratory in the country. 

We have trained hundreds of 

men and women to speak clearly, concisely 
and forcefully. We have made it possible 
for them to increase their earning capacity, 
to become leaders in social and business 
life and we can do this for you — at home 
* —doing your spare moments. 

Qnarial I imStfifl iffgffAr Send the coupon for full particulars of oui 
9|ieUdI 8L.ICIU&.t:U %^0ICI s Pecial Limited Offer- FREE. This wonderful 
offer is made for advertising purposes and may be withdrawn at any time— so hurry! Mail 
the coupon NO IV. Costs you nothing to investigate. Here is your chance to find out how 
you can learn to speak in public even though you never made a speech in your life, 



Mr. HareM A. Kilmt, a ludlns businsu man of Deo 
Holnaa, Iowa, aaja: "Tom Coutaa in l'ublio Spaakinc i3 
tha beat that baa been ottered. I make thla unqualified ea- 



. i i«e, lllinoia, aaya: "Not only haa It enabled 

me to apeak before friends or eteaojrera in n war that ia moaf 

Katrine; to me, but It baa helped mo tremendously tn bus 
w aa well." 



Mr. a M. CeeeHt, Aaebtatit Caihler, LaGrang-e State 

Bei£, I* Orange, lllta ' •— ' 

fore frie 
pa, but I 

Mr. M. H. McDonald, Secretory and Ireaanrer. North 
Apoerloan Railway Construction Company, Chlearo. writes: 
I hare found your Effeetire PabHe Speaking Courco 
mteraajUna. beneficial and educational end 1 feel fortunate 
In havina; the opportunity to take advantag-e of this aplen- 



Sr. C, C. Hannah-. CoieJcana, Jtxea. atateo: 
the Effective Public Spealdai 

traJluna- to anyone who deatrea to 

without embarraeament or awkwardneca. 



a Course fi a moat Tsl;: 

to anyone who deatrea, to De t sulj 1p speak In public 



Mr. W. C. WanauMl of Calender. Kalier ft Wermuth. 
Lawyers. Cblcag-o. lllinoia, aaya: YonrCourao brinse out 
and oullda up many hidden qualltiea. It not only enables a 
man to become a eonvincine* speaker, but tende to develop a 
strong and winning personality . ' ' 



Send The G&wgmin Today Be sure to investigate this 



The coupon bring3 you full partic- 
ulars without cost or oblteation of 
any kind. Men who never hoped to 
be able to speak in public are get- 
ting marvelous results from this k 
Course. You can too. Find out B 
for yourself. Just clip the coupon B 



creat opportunity NOW. 



and mail it NOW. 



Public Speaking \ 

Department i 

American Correspondonco jj 
School of Law > 
99S6 Manhattan eulMIne I 
CHICAGO 



MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 



Public Speak&c Dopartment 

American Correspondence School of Law 

©986 Manhattan Buildinc, Chicago. 

Gentlemen:— Please send me full particulars cf 
your New Effective Public .Speaking: Course sr.d 
your Special Advertising Offer. I an not obligating 
myself in any way. 



City. 



